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All applications respecting subscription to the “ Board 
of Trade Journal,” or the purchase of single copies, 
should be addressed in London, to Messrs. Eyre & 
Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fetter Lane, E.C. ; 
in Edinburgh and Glasgow to Messrs. John Menzies & Co.; 
and in Dublin to Messrs. Hodges, Figgis & Co., Limited. 


The principal publications of the Board of Trade will 
be found in a list facing p. 6 of the advertisements, and 
a list of the Annual and Miscellaneous Reports and the 
Treaty Series issued by the Foreign Office, and of the 
Reports issued by the Colonial Office, on p. 443—448. 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 
GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS: INDIA OFFICE. 
The Secretary of State for India in Council is prepared to receive 
Tenders for Rail- Tenders from such persons as may be willing 
way Materials, S™PPIY 
y a) Locomotives. 
b) Locomotive boilers. 
(c) Crossings and switches. 
(d) Ironwork, &c., for railway waggons and 
carriages. 
(e) Rails. 

) Fishplates. 

) Dog-spikes. 

The conditions of contract may be obtained on application to the 
Director-General of Stores, India Office, Whitehall, S.W., and 
tenders are to be delivered at that Office by 2 o’clock p.m. on 
Tuesday, the 11th December, 1900, for (a) and (}), and on Tuesday, 
the 4th December, 1900, for (c) and (d), and on Tuesday, the 
27th November, 1900, for (e), (f) and (q), after which times 


respectively no tender will be received. 


CANADA. 
The following were among the recent enquiries relating to Canadian 
Siacnitaten trade received at the Canadian Government 
Relating to Trad Offices, Victoria Street, S.W., where further 
information may be obtained. 
A 


| 
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Home Enquiries—Certain manufacturers of boot and shoe 
dressings, creams, polishes, &c., desire to open up business with 
Canadian firms importing this class of goods. 

A London firm of wine and spirit merchants ask for names of 
—_ importers in Canada. 

mmunications are desired by a firm in the Midlands, from the 
actual producers in Canada of crude asbestos. 

Canadian Enquiries——A firm at Charlottetown, Prince Edward 
Island, are prepared to purchase cheese in that Province for good 
dealers in the principal trade centres of England. 

Enquiry has been received from Toronto for the names of one or 
two dealers in wholesale spices, who would supply the raw material 
for manufacturing there. 

A Vancouver (British Columbia) house asks for a list of promi- 
nent English paper manufacturers and persons interested in 
wood-pulp. 

A Nova Scotia firm makes enquiry respecting the demand in the 
United Kingdom for “ Excelsior” and Canadian sea moss for 
mattresses, packing purposes, &c. 

A correspondent at Yarmouth, Nova Scotia, requests to be fur- 
nished with the names of English, French, and German houses 
dealing in tinned lobsters. 


The following trade enquiries have been received at the Canadian 

Enquiries Section of the Imperial Institute, from the 

relating to Trad Curator of which Section further particulars 
may be obtained :— 

Home Enquiries—A Company manufacturing leather and rubber 
belting, hose, &c., is prepared to hear from responsible Canadian 
firms desiring to act as its Canadian agents. 

A West of England firm is open to take up the sale of Canadian 
furniture, chairs, bedroom suites, &c., and desires names of 
Canadian manufacturers who are in a position to export. 

A Midlands manufacturer of picks, hammers, iron barrows, &c., 
seeks an experienced Canadian resident agent. 

Enquiries—A Canadian manufacturer of flooring 
blocks, &c., is in a position to export same in quantity, and invites 
communications from importers in the United Kingdom. 

A Canadian correspondent wishes to know whether he could 
arrange to supply the wooden framework of show-cases to manu- 
facturers in the United Kingdom. 


RUSSIA. 
A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office from the British 
Rolling Stock Commercial Agent in Russia, stating that, 


for Viadikavkaz 
Railway. 


according to the “Russki Viedomosti” of 
Moscow, the considerable growth of traffic on 
the Vladikavkaz Railway has rendered necessary 
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. a large outlay on rolling stock, &c., to cope with the same, 
and it is proposed to purchase 200 goods locomotives, 50 passenger 
engines, 6,000 goods trucks, and 40 passenger carriages. 


The “Journal de St. Pétersbourg” of the 1st inst. publishes 


Railwa particulars of three lines of railway proposed to 
ed . constructed in Poland. These lines are— 
Poland, ‘first, from Kholm in the province of Lublin 


through Oukhané, Neledov and Grubeshov to 
Krylov, with two short branches, one from Grubeshov to Strijeva, 
and the other from Krylov to Mirtché. The district which the 
line will traverse is of some importance to the Russian sugar 
industry and is at present very inefficiently supplied with means 
of communication. The cost of construction of the line, which is 
to have the normal gauge of 5 ft., is estimated at 2,500,000 roubles. 

The second line will start from the Mekhov station on the 
Ivangorod-Dombrovo Railway, and will pass through Kalina, 
Velka, Dzialoschitsé, Skalmerj and Kazimerj, terminating at 
Proschovitsé, with branches to Loubno and Shreniava, where there 
are sugar refineries. The total length of this line will be 67 verstes, 
and it is proposed to form a joint stock company with a capital of 
2,400,000 roubles to undertake its construction. The new line 
will open up a fertile agricultural district and will, it is estimated, 
carry 1,500,000 pouds of grain for export annually. Rich sulphur 
deposits are also found in the district (in Pintchovsk) as well as 
deposits of gypsum, which have not hitherto been very actively 
worked. 

The third line, which, like the second, it is proposed to construct 
on the narrow gauge, will connect Schidlovetz with Prjissoukha 
with branches to Yanov and Kouznitsa, the total length being 
about 36 verstes. Schidlovetz is well known on account of its 
quarries, its deposits of iron ore and its rich forests, but the lack of 
proper means of communication has hitherto hindered the exploi- 
tation of its natural wealth. There are also in the district iron 
works, manufactories of fire bricks, of nails, &c., all of which will 
find an outlet for their produce when the new line is constructed. 


PORTUGAL. 


The “ Lisbon Gazette” of 14th inst. contains a notice calling for 

Contract for tenders, which should be opened at 1 p.m. on 

Metals 30th inst. at the Directorate of the Minho and 

: Douro State Railways in Campanha, Oporto, 

for the supply of 750 kilos. of copper plates and 2,000 kilos. of tin 

ingots. A deposit of 70 milreis, or 10/. 18s, 0d., has to precede a 
tender. 

a2 


| 
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The “ Lisbon Gazette ” of 15th inst. contains an Order postponing 

Testers for from 15th inst. until further notice the date for 

cin receiving and opening tenders for the supply 

of 360 tons of creosote for the use of the Minho 

ng” a) Railways. (See “ Board of Trade Journal” of 1st inst., 
p. 225. 


PORTUGAL—WEST AFRICA. 


With reference to the notice which appeared on p. 225 of the 
Railwa: “ Board of Trade Journal” of Ist inst., it may 
Seonians a be observed that the ‘ Lisbon Gazette” of 15th 
inst. contains a Decree approving provisionally 
the plans for the first piece (a length of 11,251 metres) of the 
section of the railway from Benguella to Monte Sahéa, and ordering 
that the construction shall be proceeded with by piecework, tenders 
being called for for the various works connected with building the 
road-bed. 

The Decree further orders that the studies for the construction 
of the railway as far as the frontier shall be proceeded with as 
quickly as possible ; first of all the study of the definite plan for the 
piece from Benguella to the Bay of Lobito, and of the works neces- 
sary at the latter port, and, secondly, the study of the alternative 
route of the second piece from kilo. 14 onwards. 

The “Gazettes” referred to above may be seen on application 
to the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 
50, Parliament Street, London, S.W., any day between the hours 
of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


SPAIN. 


In the ‘Madrid Gazette” of 17th inst. appears an announce- 
i on ment calling for tenders, which will be opened 
ja_-n. 11 am. on 3rd January next, for the supply 
* of 200 covered wooden stalls, 2 metres wide, 
each exactly like the other, made to take to pieces and the pieces 
to be interchangeable, for the fairs held in August and December 
in the city of Jativa (Province of Valencia). The contractor is to 
supply the stalls, to put them up and take them down at each fair, 
and make them over to the Municipality in a good state of 
preservation at the end of ten years. The Municipality is to pay 
the contractor for putting up and taking down the stalls, is to 
warehouse the pieces, and to pay the contractor the sum at which 
he accepts the contract in ten annualinstalments, The upset price 
for the 200 stalls is 63,500 pesetas, or about 1,901/. 4s. The 
model of the stalls and the conditions of the contract are to be 
seen at the Municipal Offices in Jativa, 
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The Spanish railways would appear to be short of rolling stock, 
Reilway and the “‘ Madrid Gazette” of 16th inst. contains 
Rolling Stock. * Royal Order setting forth the losses and incon- 
venience experienced by industrial undertakings 
owing to the want of means of transport for their usual supplies of 
coal and coke. ‘The order calls upon the Government inspectors to 
enforce maximum fines in respect of valid claims when it may be 
proved that fuel has not been allowed to be sent forward, and if 
the paralysis of coal traffic be continued they are to bring the 
matter to the notice of the Government, studying in the meantime 
methods for converting part of the service of petite vitesse and 
merchandise into that of grande vitesse, as a way of increasing the 
facilities which are available. 
The ‘“ Gazettes” referred to may be seen on application to the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, 


Parliament Street, London, 8.W., any day between the hours 
of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 


With reference to the notice on p. 335 of the “ Board of Trade 
New Rail . Journal” for the 15th inst., a despatch dated 
aa Bo ways M™ sth inst. has been received at the Foreign 
— Office, from H.M. Ambassador at Vienna, 
forwarding a translation of the official account of the agreement 
arrived at at meetings of the Austrian and Hungarian Ministers 
with regard to the construction of new railways in Bosnia. 

The above-mentioned account states that a programme of 
railway construction has been agreed upon, which is to 
receive legislative sanction through measures to be shortly brought 
before both Parliaments. In view of the fact that the material 
means, and technical resources to be devoted to this purpose 
excluded the possibility of constructing the proposed lines 
simultaneously, the order of their construction was agreed upon, 
and the line which, in virtue of its predominant importance 
in the interests of the monarchy, takes precedence, namely, 
that from Sarajevo to the frontier of the Sandjak in the 
Lim valley, with a branch line through Viségrad to the Servian 
frontier, is first to be’ commenced and is to be completed within 
three years unless unforeseen obstacles occur. ‘This railway 
is to be built by means of an internal Bosnian loan, as was the 
case in former instances. 

In accordance with the provisions of the measures referred 
to, and immediately following upon the completion of this 
line, the simultaneous construction of two other lines is provided 
for, which are to connect the Bosnian railway system with the 
Austrian system at Arzano on the one side, and with that of 
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Hungary at Samac on the other. As the choice of the means of 
financing the construction of these two lines depends on the 
conditions prevailing at the time, and especially on the develo 

ment of the Bosnian finances, it has been already settled that the 
further measures rendered necessary must be laid before both 
Parliaments sufficiently early to assure the commencement and 
untrammelled construction of the two lines Bugojno-Arzano and 


Doboj-Samac within the period agreed upon. 


HUNGARY. 


A despatch, dated 5th inst., has been received at the Foreign Office 

from H.M. Ambassador at Vienna, enclosing a 

Public Works.* memorandum by the Commercial Attaché to 

the Embassy, in which it is stated that the 

Hungarian Government is actively engaged in perfecting plans for 
the carrying out of the following important Public Works :— 

3 Commercial and Industrial Harbour at Budapest. 

Danube-Theiss Canal. 

(c) Danube-Save Canal. 

Foreign capital will be invited for the construction of these 
works. 

The general plans of the proposed harbour at Budapest, together 
with estimates of cost, revenue, &c., are now ready, and may be 
seen at the Ministry of Commerce, at Budapest. , 

The general plans of the Danube-Theiss Canal, estimates of cost, 
probable traffic and earning power, will be completed by next 
spring. 

Pit > stated at the Ministry of Commerce that the general 
plans of the Danube-Save Canal between Vukovar anc. Samac, and 
all further plans respecting the completion of the water-way from 
Samac to Karlstadt will also be completed by next spring. 


GREECE. 

In a despatch to the Foreign Office dated 7th inst., H.M. Consul at 
Sulphate of Patras states that, owing to the enormous 
ae nin iin destruction caused during the past summer and 

. autumn months by a malady called the “ pero- 
ineyards. nosporos” to the currant and grape vineyards 

in his Consular district and various other parts of Greece, there 
will bea very large demand during the coming winter and spring 
for sulphate of copper, which, diluted in water with slaked lime 
and then sprayed on the plant as soon as the budding commences 
is, as far as at present known, the only preventive to the 


“ peronosporos.” 


* See also p. 405. 
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It is roughly estimated that 4,000 to 5,000 tons of sulphate 
of copper will be imported by that country during the coming six 
months, as the output of the local chemical works is comparatively 
small. 

It is absolutely imperative that the article supplied for the 
spraying of vines should contain not less than 95 per cent. of 
crystallised sulphate of copper, any smaller percentage renders it 
ineffective against the ‘‘ peronosporos,” and, as many doubts were 
expressed of the quality of much of the sulphate of copper 
imported from abroad last year, it would be well if British manu- 
facturers were to supply their correspondents or agents in Greece 
with some test by which it could be readily and easily demonstrated 
to buyers by analysis, that the article offered to them really 
contained the required percentage. 


Dealers and growers in the Consular district, where British trade — 


honesty and straightforwardness are justly held in high repute, 
will certainly give preference to the British article, and the British 
Consulate at Patras will gladly supply British manufacturers of 
sulphate of copper with all information they may require in order 
to push their interests in Greece. 


BULGARIA. 


With reference to the notice on p. 619 of the “ Board of Trade 
Cinediitin' tot Journal” for 13th September last, the “ Revue 
Electric Lightin d’Orient” of Ist inst. announces that the 
at gins Municipality of Philippopolis projects a scheme 

and “raimways. for lighting the town by electricity and install- 
ing a network of electric tramways. In the conditions of contract it 
is estimated that 1,200 incandescent lamps of 16 candle power each 
and 200 arc lamps of 600 candle power each will be required for 
lighting the public streets. The concessionaire will receive from 
the municipality an indemnity of 35,000 to 40,000 francs (1,4001. to 
1,600.) per annum. As regards the tramways, they will serve, 
to begin with, the four principal streets of the town, a total length 
of 10 kilometres (6 miles), and will connect Philippopolis 
with the town of Stanimaka about 19 kilometres (12 miles) distant. 
The motive power will be furnished by the stream which runs 
through the latter district. The adjudication will take place on 


the 22nd 24th November. 


, NICARAGUA. 

According to a report, dated 9th ult., by the United States Consul 
at San Juan del Norte, it appears that the 

‘New Railways. Nicaraguan Government has temporarily aban- 
doned the construction of the proposed railroad 

from San Ubaldo, on Lake Nicaragua, to Rama, near Bluefields, 
on the Rama River, and that, instead, it is now the purpose of the 
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Government to build a line from Managua to La Paz, about 37 
miles in length, and connecting the two divisions of the present 
Government railway system, thus obviating the present costly and 
vexatious system of transferring by steamer across Lake Managua. 

The “ Journal of Commerce” (New York) of the Ist inst. states 
that the Nicaraguan Minister of Public Works has advertised for 
bids for the construction of this railway. 

The Nicaraguan Government has given a Mr. Freeman, of New 
York, a concession to construct a railroad from the Wawa River, 
on the Atlantic Coast, in the old Mosquito reservation, to Mata- 
galpa, and to connect at La Paz or some other convenient point on 
the Pacific Coast with the national railway system from Granada to 
Corinto. The general terms of the concession are as follows :— 
50,000 dols. gold must be deposited by the contractor within six 
months from September, 1900 ; work must be commenced within 
one year, and the entire line must be completed within four years 
thereafter ; though liberal provisions are made to protect the con- 
tractor in the event of unavoidable delay or failure to complete it 
within the stated period. The contractor is also obliged to dredge 
or make a harbour or channel at Wawa River, to establish a wharf, 
and to run steamers along the coast with New Orleans connections. 

The Government will guarantee six per cent. interest on 10,000 
dols. gold bonds per mile for 25 years, will grant four square miles 
of land in alternate lots along the railway route, and also grant 
the privilege to select at will and to purchase 100,000 manzanas* 
of public land at the prevailing Government price. 

The railway, if completed, will be about 250 miles in length and 
will pass through the Prinzapulca and other well-known mining 
districts, through fine cattle, agricultural, and timber lands, and 
also through the principal coffee district (Matagalpa) of the 
country. 


ORDER IN COUNCIL. 
Removal of Prohibition of Exports to the Transvaal and 
Orange River Colonies. 

With reference to the Royal Proclamation published on p. 136 
of the “ Board of Trade Journal” for 18th January last, prohibiting 
the exportation of goods to the Transvaal and Orange River 
Colonies, the following Order in Council cancelling the said 
prohibition appears in the “ Londcn Gazette” of the 13th inst. :— 

“It is hereby ordered by Her Majesty in Council that the 
prohibition now subsisting under Her Majesty’s Proclamation of 
the twenty-seventh day of December, one thousand eight hundred 
and ninety-nine, on the exportation of goods to the Orange River 
and Transvaal Colonies be, and the said prohibition is hereby, 
taken off.” 


* 1 manzana = 1°727 acres, 
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The United States Consul at Havre, in a report to his Govern- 
ment dated 11th ult., states that the freight, passenger, and 
postal service between France and the West Coast of Africa has 
recently been modified and reorganised. Commencing 5th 
October, 1900, there are to be three departures a month of French 
steamers for the West Coast of Africa—the 5th and 20th from 
Marseilles (Compagnie Fraissinet), and the 15th from Bordeaux- 
Pauillac (Compagnie des Chargeurs Réunis). 

e service will be carried on by four regular lines, as 
follows 

1. The line from Havre-Bordeaux, to Loango and Matadi, 
with calls at Cherbourg, Pauillac, Saint Croix de Teneriffe, Dakar, 
Grand Bassam, Kotonou, Libreville, Cape Lopez, Mayoumba, 
Loango, and Matadi. Departures from Bordeaux on the 15th of 
the month, every two months commencing 15th November, 1900, 
and from Libreville on the 30th of the month, every two months 
commencing on 30th October, 1900. The speed of the steamers of 
these lines, stipulated for in the postal contract, is 10 knots, and 
a total distance to be run from Havre to Matadi is 1,822 marine 
leagues, or 5,466 miles, and from Matadi to Havre, 1,902 leagues, 
or 5,706 miles. Besides the calls required by the postal contract, 
if the steamer is ahead of the schedule time, supplementary calls 
may be made. The length of the voyage, including 326 hours 
consumed in the calls, is, outward bound, 856 hours, or 35 days 
16 hours; and the return voyage, 900 hours, or 37 days 12 hours. 
In other words, a steamer takes 1,872 hours, or 78 days, in 
making a voyage from Havre to Matadi and return, including a 
stay of 116 hours at Matadi. 

2. An auxiliary line from Havre-Bordeaux to Loango and 
Matadi, with the same calls except Cherbourg. Departures from 
Bordeaux to take place the 15th of the month, every two months 
commencing 15th October, 1900, and from Libreville the 30th of 
the month, every two months commencing 30th November. ‘The 
length of the voyage is 75 days, including a stay of 116 hours at 
Matadi. 

3. The line from Marseilles to Loango, with departures from 
Marseilles the 5th of the month, commencing 5th October, 1900 
(first voyage), evéry two months; by Oran, Las Palmas, and 
Kotonou, and departures from Libreville the 15th of the month, 
every two months commencing 15th November, 1900. 

4, An auxiliary line from Marseilles to Kotonou, with the same 
itinerary, except Oran; departures from Marseilles the 5th of 
the month, every two months commencing 5th November, 1900, 
and departures from Kotonou the 20th of the month, every two 
months commencing 20th December next. 

For these two lines the speed of the steamers is 9 knots, and the 
distance from Marseilles to Loango is 1,621 marine leagues, or 


| 
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4,864 miles. The time allowed, outward bound, is 761 hours; 
returning, 826 hours, with 14 hours’ stay in Loango, making a total 
of 1,601 hours, or 66 days and 17 hours for a complete voyage. 
The reorganisation chiefly affects the two last lines. The ministerial 
decrees have established the following conditions : Commencing 5th 
October last, the steamers of the Compagnie Fraissinet, sailing for 
the ports of the West Coast of Africa, will leave Marseilles the 5th 
of each month at noon, instead of the 25th of each month at 4 p.m. 
The regular mail steamers will alternate with the auxiliary steamers, 
as is the case at present. The regular mail steamers will leave evey 
two months commencing 5th October last. Besides the calls made 
heretofore, the steamers will touch going and coming at Petit- 
Beriby. Ordinarily, the arrivals will be at Dakar the 16th of the 
month; Konakry, the 19th; at Kotonou, the 28th; at Libreville, 
the 2nd of the following month; and at Loango, the 7th of the 
month. 

On the return voyage, the departure from Loango will take place 
every two months on the 7th, commencing 7th November, 1900; 
from Libreville, the 15th; from Kotonou, the 20th; from Konakry, 
the 28th ; from Dakar, the 30th ; arriving at Marseilles usually on 
the 12th of the following month. 

The auxiliary voyages will also be every two months commencing 
5th November, the terminal point being Kotonou. The auxiliary 
steamers will make calls, going and returning, at Las Palmas, Dakar, 
Konakry, Monrovia, Petit-Beriby, Grand Lahon, Jackville, and 
Grand Bassam. 

On the outward-bound voyage, the arrivals ordinarily will be as 
follows: At Dakar the 16th of the month, and at Kotonou the 
28th. In returning, the departures from Kotonou will be on the 
20th, every two months commencing 20th December next, and the 
arrivals at Marseilles the 11th of the following month. 

Besides the regular departures on the 5th of each month, the 
Compagnie Fraissinet is allowed to establish a monthly steam 
cargo-boat service from Marseilles to the ports on the West Coast 
of Africa as far as Dahomey, with departures on the 20th of the 
month. 


1 
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The report on Sierra Leone for 1899 just issued by the Colonial 
Office, states that in the above year there was a large increase in 
the value of the imports. The imports of 1898 were 33 per cent. 
higher than those of 1897, while in 1899 they have increased 
14 per cent. over those of 1898. The exports show a recovery 
from the heavy fall of 1898, but have not yet reached the level of 
previous years. A gradual decrease from the year 1895 is apparent. 

The following table gives the values of both imports and exports 
for the last five years :-— 


Year. Imports. Exports. 
£ 
1895... ove 427,388 452,604 
1896... ove 494,688 449,033 
1897 —s wee see one 457,389 400,748 
ove ood 689,806 336,011 


Imports.—The large quantities of stores imported for both the 
Imperial and Colonial Governments in recent years have contri- 
buted to swell the imports. These are shown separately in the 
following table, in which the totals of other imports are also 
included :-— 


Imperial Colonial 
Year. Government. Specie. Other. Total. 
£ £ £ £ £ 
1895 nail 23,254 7,081 8,966 388,087 427,388 
1896 me 14,418 26,575 22,389 431,306 494 688 
1897 rat 11,176 39,753 6,045 400,415 457,389 
1898 ak 112,135 42,687 45,154 406,373 606,348 
1899 “4 68,167 37,442 32,818 551,378 689,806 


Till last year, therefore, no great fluctuations are apparent in 
the imports, apart from Colonial and Imperial Government stores 
and from specie. The increase in 1899 is out of all proportion. 
A large factor in producing this abnormal increase was the native 
rising, during which the destruction of property, of factories, and 
the merchandise stored in them, was considerable. These stocks 
have had to be renewed, and to this is due in a measure the rise 
in imports. Another contributory cause was the raising of the 
West African Regiment, which now constitutes a not inappreciable 
addition to the Colony’s spending power; quite a new section, 
earning steady wages, which are not hoarded and very quickly 
pass into circulation. 

International competition in trade lies principally with a 
and the United States of America, and to a lesser degree wit 
France. As against 554,587/. worth of imports from the United 
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Kingdom, Germany sent 57,1211. to Sierra Leone, the United 
States of America 40,795/., and Trance 10,075/. The expansion 
of the trade with Germany has been so steady that the following 


comparative table will be of interest. 


The figures given exclude 


importations on account of the Colonial and Imperial Govern- 


ments :— 
From Germany. From Great Britain. 
Imports. 

1897. | 1898. | 1899. 1897. | 1898. | 1899. 

& £ & 
Boats = : _ 400 | 2,000 660 | 2,708 | 1,003 
Butter 52 595 | 1,514 2,218 | 3,742 | 2,382 
Apparel, haberdashery,} 1,612 | 1,035 | 2,053 26,249 | 28,654 | 36,125 

hats and caps. 

Cotton goods sap | 4,823 | 5,662 | 9,369 || 132,674 | 126,242 | 172,210 
Cutlery be ag 998 | 1,664 | 3,271 649 836 | 1,110 
Gin... 2,308 | 4,417 | 9,944 847 | 1,513 | 2,018 
Hardware a = 243 669 | 1,149 17,525 | 23,583 | 21,711 
Matches ... 891 1,084 144 75 750 
Perfumery oe | 815 | 1,013 | 2,657 984 757 996 
Rum ene . | 1,264 | 3,448 | 6,950 1,123 | 3,838 | 4,430 
Sugar, refined se a 343 926 1,536 1,986 2,397 2,595 
Whisky or spirits e 604 | 1,349 | 1,642 3,179 | 6,280 | 6,052 
Woollen goods... 1,499 1,159 | 2,095 7,937 | 8,812 | 9,842 
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With reference to the note on p. 398, the following is extracted 
from the memorandum of the Commercial Attaché to the Embassy 
at Vienna, on the subject of the public works, for which plans are 
now being perfected by the Hungarian Government. 

Commercial Harbour at Budapest.—River traffic at Budapest has 
increased so enormously of recent years that whereas in 1876 the 
freights carried amounted only to 6,535,700 meter-centners,} in 
1897 they had reached a total of 15,762,500 meter-centners. Of 
these freights grain formed by far the most important item. The 
quantity of grain conveyed in barges amounted in 1876 to 
2,856,000 meter-centners, and in 1897 to 10,119,000 meter- 
centners. 

A single quay and one grain elevator are the only facilities at 
present available for handling this ever increasing traffic. The 
quay, moreover, is devoid of any mechanical appliances, and the 
loading and unloading of the barges is performed entirely by hand. 
The warehouse accommodation is both primitive and limited, and 
in many instances the grain has to be stored in cellars. 

Under these circumstances commercial circles have repeatedly 
urged the necessity of a Commercial Harbour at Budapest with 
modern mechanical appliances and adequate store-house accommo- 
dation. With a view, therefore, to satisfy the commercial 
community in this matter, the Hungarian Ministry of Commerce 
in 1897 and 1898 sent experts abroad for the purpose of studying 
harbour construction. As the result of these studies, combined 
with the necessary knowledge of local conditions and requirements, 
Mr. Bela Gonda, Section Councillor in the Hungarian Ministry of 
Commerce, has prepared the general plans for a Commercial and 
Industrial Harbour, to be constructed in the immediate vicinity of 
the capital and about four kilometres from itstentre. The harbour 
will be constructed at the upper end of the Csepel Island —an 
island formed by the Savoksar branch of the Danube and the main 
river—and will consist of several basins similar to those of the 
Manchester Docks. It is proposed at first to construct three basins 
with a minimum depth of three metres from the lowest water mark. 
The quays will be of stone, and of sufficient width to permit the 
erection of large warehouses and grain-elevators, as well as the 
laying of a double line of rails for carrying big cranes. Electricity 
will be employed as the motive power for the cranes and all other 
mechanical appliances. In connection with the harbour a large 
goods and coaling station is proposed, and in addition, one and 
a-half million square metres of land will be reserved for the erection 
of factories. Each plot of ground will be situated in such a way 
that factories built thereon will have a water frontage and a rail 
connecting their warehouses with the Hungarian State Railways. 


* See also p. 398. + 1 metric-centner = 100 kilogs, = 220°4 lbs. 


{ 
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It is further proposed to make of the upper part of the Savoksar 
branch of the Danube a basin with a separate entrance lock. The 
banks of this basin will serve for the unloading of the large 
quantities of building material which come to Budapest by river. 
Space will also be reserved here for the erection of factories. 

Through this basin the projected Danube-Theiss Canal will 
probably connect with the main river by means of a specially 
constructed lock joining the Savoksar branch with the dock basins. 


Canals.—The commerce of Hungary may be said to possess two 
pivots—Budapest and Fiume. The country’s internal trade, as 
well as its export trade to neighbouring Western countries, 
naturally gravitates towards Budapest, whilst the bulk of its 
foreign commerce passes to and from the Adriatic by way of 
Fiume. Even before the introduction of railways, plans for 
shortening the navigation routes to Budapest and Fiume by 
joining the great watercourses of the country by means of canals 
were frequently discussed. The only result of these discussions 
at that time was the construction of the Francois Canal between 
the Danube and the Theiss at the beginning of the present 
-century. Although this canal has undoubtedly rendered con- 
siderable services to commerce in its day, yet the junction between 
the two rivers is effected so far south that for the fast steamers of 
the present era the saving of distance which it offers compared 
with the natural water-way is of small moment. 

At the commencement of the present Hungarian constitutional 
era, viz., in 1867, previous projects relative to canals came once 
more on the tapis, and a law was passed in that year authorisin 
the Hungarian Government to contract a loan of 60,000,000 
florins (5,000,000/.) for the construction of railways and canals. 
The canals were planned in due course, but never carried into 
effect, as it was found that the loan in question was urgently 
required in its entirety for the extension of the Hungarian railway 
system. To-day, however, the network of Hungarian railways is 
fairly complete, and the Government is now free to turn its 
attention to the question of canals. 

The canals at present projected are two in number—one to 
join the Danube and the Theiss, and another the Danube and the 
Save. If these canals are constructed they would greatly shorten 
the important trade routes to Budapest and Fiume, and thereby 
confer a great boon upon the commerce of the country. 

An increase in navigation facilities is of peculiar importance to 
Hungary owing to the quantity and nature of the national produc- 
tion, which is for the greater part agricultural, and in consequence 
bulky, and only transported at certain seasons of the year. It is 
desirable, therefore, to devise some means for relieving the railways 
from periodical congestion and further for providing the producer 
with cheaper means of communication with the commercial bases 
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of Budapest and Fiume. It is confidently believed that the con- 
struction of the projected canals will accomplish both these objects. 


Danube-Theiss Canal—The principal object of this canal is to 
bring the large grain-growing districts of the Alfold, situated along 
the River Theiss and its tributaries, into more direct communication 
with the Budapest market. According to the preparatory survey, 
the main branch of the canal will lie between Budapest and 
Csongrad, and will have a length of 150 kiloms. The canal will pass 
by way of Félegyhaéza, whence there will be a side branch leading to 
Szegedin having a lengthof 68 kiloms. With the aid of this canal 
the distance by water from the plain of Hungary to Budapest will 
be very much decreased. For instance, the distance from Csongrad 
to Budapest by the natural water-way is 709 kiloms., and from 
Szegedin 637 kiloms., whereas by the proposed new canal the 
distance will be 150 kiloms. from Csongrad, and 180 kiloms. from 
Szegedin. The canal will be so designed as to be navigable for the 
largest Danube barges, and will be destined to supply the country 
through which it passes with ample water for irrigation purposes. 


The Danube-Save Canal.—The construction of this canal is pro- 
jected for the purpose of providing a short and cheap route for the 
transport of bulk freights to Fiume. The canal will run from 
Vukovar on the Danube to Samac on the Save, and will have a 
length of 574 kiloms. The distance between these two points by the 
natural water-way is 479 kiloms, From Samac it is intended to 
make the Save navigable as far as Sissek, a distance of 288 
kiloms. From Sissek the route will be continued to Karlstadt, a 
distance of 135 kiloms., by making the River Kulpa navigable 
between these two points. From Karlstadt to Fiume will be by 
rail. 
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TARIFF CHANGES 
CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


BRITISH INDIA. 
The Board of Trade have received, through the India Office, a 


copy of a notification issued by the Glcvaaiatel 
of India on the 19th ult., imposing, with effect 


Duties on French . 
. from the Ist September last, the following 
Sugars— Revised vised rates of additional duty on sugars the 


Rates. 


roduce of, or imported from, France. It is 


provided that the rates formerly in force shall apply to any 
imported sugar for which the bill of lading was signed, and given 


before the said date :— 
Additional 
Kinds of Sugar. Bounties bestowed. | Duties to be 
levied. 
Per ewt. 
Rs. a. p. 
Raw sugars from 65 to 98 per cent. polariza- | 10°62 francs per 100} 3 3 4 
tion for beetroot sugars, or 65 to 97 per| kilogs. of refined 
cent. for French colonial sugar. sugar of 100 per 
cent. polarization.* 
Sugar candies... 11:26 francs per 100 3 6 5 
1 
Refined sugars in loaf or crushed, clear, hard, 11-26 francs per 100 3.6 5 
and dry. kilogs. 
Raw and refined sugars in grains or crystals, | 10°94 francs per 100} 3 4 10 
of a minimum standard of 98 per cent.|  kilogs. 
polarization. 
The former rates were :— 
Rates of 
Kinds of Sugar. Bounties bestowed. | additional 
Duties. 
Per cwt. 
Rs. a. p. 
Raw sugars from 65 to 98 per cent. polariza- | 11°16 francs per 100 8 511 
tion for beetroot sugars, or 65 to 97 per} kilogs. of refined 
cent. for French colonial sugar. sugar of 100 per 
cent. polarization.* 
Sugarcandies francs per 100| 3 9 9 
ilo; 
Refined sugars in loaf or crushed, clear, hard, | 11°95 a per 100 39 9 
and dry. kilogs. 
Raw and refined sugars in grains or crystals, | 11° nd francs per 100 3 710 


of a minimum standard of 98 per cent. 
polarization. 


kilogs. 


* The output of refined sugar from raw is computed by deducting from the 
polarization of the raw sugar, twice the glucose, four times the ashes, and 


one-and-a-half per cent. for loss in refining. 


p 

i 
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NEW ZEALAND. 


A copy has been received at the Board of Trade, through the 

Tariff Agent-General for New Zealand, of an Act 

Modifications. (N° 14 of 1900) dated the 15th September 

* last, and which was to be considered as being 

in force in New Zealand from the 18th August last, substituting 

the following modified rates of duty in respect of the articles 
specified for the rates which were previously in force :— 


Rate of 
Articles. Unit. Duty. 
Candles ... “a ” 01 
Cocoa eee woe eee eee ” 0 3 
Coffee, roasted ... on 0 8 
Stearine, for match making ... ed 0 02 
Paraffin wax... ove one ” 0 
Matches, wax, “plaid vestas,” in cardboard boxes, | Gross of boxes i © 
containing under 100 matches. 
Matches, wax, “ pocket vestas,” in tin or other boxes, e 1 4 
containing under 100 matches. 
Matches, wax, “ sportsman,” “ovals,” and “ No. 4 tin ” 4 6 
vestas,” in boxes containing not more than 200 
matches, 
Wax matches, other kinds, for every 100 matches or os 2 3 


fraction thereof contained in one box. 
Patent medicines 
Proprietary medicines and medicaments— 
1. Bearing the name of the proprietor on label or 
package. 
2. Bearing a prefixed name in the possessive case ” 15%, 
3. Not otherwise enumerated, prepared by any 
occult secret or art. 


ad val, 15 % 


Drugs and druggists’ sundries and apothecaries’ ” 15% 
wares, not otherwise enumerated. 

Chemicals not otherwise enumerated, including » 15% 


photographic chemicals and glacial acetic acid 
(B.P. standard). 

Tinctures and medicinal spirits of any recognised 15 %o 
pharmacopeeia, containing 50 per cent. proof 
spirit or less. 

Steam engines and parts thereof, including the boiler, ” 5%, 
or boilers therefor, imported specially for mining 
or gold-saving purposes and processes, or for 
dairy purposes. 


The Actalso providesthat the Customs duties charged on the under- 
mentioned goods, wares, and merchandise shall cease to be levied :— 
Kerosene; rice, dressed or undressed, and rice manufactured 
into starch in bond; salt; raw coffee; confectioners’ moulding 
starch ; all machinery for agricultural purposes, including chaff- 
cutters, corn-crushers, and corn-shellers, also articles used in 
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_ manufacturing the same, viz., chaff-cutting knives, tilt rakes, 


fittings for threshing mills, and forgings for ploughs; all agricul- 
tural implements; machinery for dairy purposes; machinery of 
every description for mining purposes, including machine pumps, 


_ but not including machinery for dredging; machinery for the 


manufacture of beetroot sugar; portable engines on four or any 
greater number of wheels, with boiler of locomotive type, and 
traction engines; liquid chlorine and cyanide of sodium; picric 
acid ; prussiate of potash; hyposulphite of sodium ; engine 

vernors ; all bolts and nuts; blowers; welded and flanged boiler 
urnaces, plain or corrugated; chain pulleys, and chains for the 
same; engineers’, boilermakers’, brass finishers’, smiths’ and all 
metal and wood workers’ machine and hand tools; chamfering, 
crozing and howelling machines for cask-making ; steel rams (black 
or finished), for hydraulic cranes or jiggers; and bags made of 
New Zealand tow or flax. 

Note.—For purposes of this schedule the expression “machinery” 
is not to include steam engines, or parts of steam engines, or steam 
boilers, land or marine. ] 


BERMUDA. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Colonial Office, a 
ae copy of an Act of the Legislature of Bermuda 
a ad (No. 2 of 1900) continuing in force till the 
Petroleum Act, 31st December, 1909, the “ Bermuda Petroleum 
1887.” Act” of 1887. The Act in question provides 

f for the safe keeping of petroleum, the flash 

point of which is below 73 deg. Fahrenheit, and other substances 
of a dangerous nature, whether on board ships in Bermudan 


‘harbours or stored in warehouses. 


NETHERLANDS—DUTCH EAST INDIES). 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
. copy of a despatch from H.M. Legation at The 
Castoms Régime Hague on the subject of the Customs régime in 
in Dutch =the Dutch East Indi 
East Indies. e Dute t indies. 
A Dutch Law of 17th November, 1872, estab- 
lished a new tariff for the Dutch East Indies. Under Article 1 of 
this Law the said tariff was made applicable to Java and Madura, 
the West Coast of Sumatra, the Assistant Residencies of Benkoelm 
and Billiton, the Residencies of the Lampong Districts, Palembang, 
Banka and its Dependencies and Zinder, and to the Eastern 
Divisions of Borneo; and the Governor-General was also empowered, 
under Article 5, to apply the tariff, subject to certain reservations, 
to Mocara Kompeh, in the State of Djambi. 
Article 6 provided that the following places were to be exempted 
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from the operation of the tariff:—The Residencies of Riouw (not 
including its Dependencies on the East Coast of Sumatra), the 
Government of the Celebes and its Dependencies, the Residencies 
of Amboyna, Ternate, Menado and Timor, and, temporarily, the 
Residency of the Western Division of Borneo; and the same 
Article also stated that the Governor-General might levy duties in 
the Dependencies of the Residency of Riouw on the East Coast of 
Sumatra, in the Residency of the Western Division of Borneo, and 
in other parts of the Dutch Indies not already mentioned, subject 
to the same reservations as in the case of Mocara Kompeh. 

By a Dutch Law of Ist February, 1898, the Residency of 
Menado was struck off the free list, and the Governor-General 
was authorised to levy duties in the district; and by a Law of 
31st December, 1898, the same action was taken with regard to 
the Residency and District of Ternate. 

On the 30th December, 1899, a further Law was passed 
empowering the Governor-General to levy import and export 
duties in the ports of the Dutch East Indies not specified in 
Article 1 of the Law of 17th November, 1872, subject to the same 
reservations as in the case of Mocara Kompeh. The effect of this 
Law, it will be seen, together with the Laws of 1st February, 1898, 
and 3lst December, 1898, was to strike off the free list all such 
portions of the Dutch East Indies as had previously been exempted 
from the operation of the Tariff under the provisions of Article 6 
of the Law of 1872. H.M. Minister at The Hague states that no 
action has as yet been taken under this Law, but that there is 
little doubt as to its being carried into effect before long. 


The following specific provisions have also been made. By a Law 

of the 30th December, 1899, the duty on salt in 

Tapanoli was raised to 3 fls. 50 cts. and 

Sittin an cen in the rest of the Dutch East Indies to 2 fis. per 

eee kilog. (see “ Board of Trade Journal” for the 

: 22nd March last, p. 638), the new duty to come 

into force at a date which was to be fixed subsequently. A further 

Law of the same date empowered the Governor-General of the East 

Indies to levy in the districts mentioned in Article 1 of the Law of 

17th November, 1872 (see above), or in parts of such districts, Java 

and Madura alone being exempted, export duties on the following 

articles not included in the export tariff already in force, such 
duties not to exceed 10 per cent. ad valorem :— 

Benzoin, damar, getah, gum elastic, and other kinds of gum and 
resin ; timber (except ships’ timber, masts, yards, oars and other 
round timber); stags’ horns; ivory and rhinoceros horns; koelit 
bakau and koelit tengar; canes of all kinds; sago; bird skins; 
tengkawan-kernels ; wax ; and other forest produce, which must be 
specified by name in each case. " 
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ITALY—CERYTHREA). 


With reference to = notice — appeared at p. 158 “2° 

. “ Board of Trade Journal” for August, 9, 

Customs rey of relative to the Customs Tariff of the Italian 

’ ’ Colony of Erythrea, the following is a translation 

of the latest edition of the said Customs Tariff, together with 

certain regulations for the application thereof, published in the 

Italian “Bollettino di Legislazione e Statistica Doganale e 
Commerciale ” :— 


Import Duties. 
Articles. Unit. yng 

Cigars roiled like Italian cigars (known as “ Cavour,” Kilog. 7 50 

“Virginia,” “ Tuscan,” and “ Neapolitan”), 
Tobacco, otherwise manufactured 3 00 

» in the leaf (except Surati) ... ” 2 60 

Surati” in the leaf and stalks 0 75 
Flour of other cereals as 5 00 
Beer eee ” 15 ” 
Spirits and liqueurs aos 15 ,, 
Fixed oils, mineral and volatile 16 ,, 
Flax, raw or manufaetured ... | 
Cotton, in the wool or manufactured in any manner > 10. 
Wool, raw or manufactured in any manner... pee * 8, 
Silk, raw or manufactured in any manner ...__... 8. 
Sugar and preparations of sugar ie me 15 ,, 
Gold, raw or manufactured ... ... ” ” 
Gold specie of legalcurrency Free 
Silver specie (Latin and Erythrean currency) a Free 
Watches, gold... Each 2 00 

Stone for building, unwrought Free 
Goods not specially mentioned ose one pos, ad val. 8% 


Valuation of goods for tariff purposes.—The valuation of goods 
shall be determined by the table of values established in accord 
with the Chamber of Commerce at Massowah, and approved by 
the Government of the Colony ; for goods which are not mentioned 
in this table, the value shall be established according to the 
invoices, if these are found to be in due form, or by appraisement 
by the Customs officials, who shall take as a basis the current 
prices in the markets of the country of origin, increased by all 
expenses incurred up to the arrival of the goods at the Port of 
Massowah. 

A rebate of 10 per cent. shall be allowed on valuations established 
by Customs appraisement. This rebate shall not apply to goods 
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dutiable at the rate of one per cent. ad valorem, nor to those of 
which the value is inferior to 10 lire. 

Tare allowances.—The specific duties applicable to goods men- 
tioned in the first four headings of the Tariff (cigars and tobacco) 
are levied on the actual net weight; the goods enumerated under 
the next four headings (wheat, flours, and bran), are dutiable: on 
the gross weight. 

All other goods shall pay on the legal net weight if classed in 
the schedule of tare allowances established by the Government of 
the Colony ; in other cases both the goods and the receptacles, if 
these latter have a commercial value, shall be liable to the duties 
leviable thereon. 

Exemption from Duties—Exemption from all duties and Customs 
formalities shall be granted by the Customs to the following 
articles, subject to the conditions mentioned :— 

Used effects—furniture, books, linen, arms, and used articles 
belonging to travellers, if appropriate to their condition; war 
material and articles of equipment coming from military magazines, 
and imported on account of the Royal Colonial troops; scientific. 
collections ; products of the fisheries intended for consumption in 
the colony ; cement, charcoal, and other materials coming from the 
coast of the Colony near a Custom House, transported by sea,. 
provided no doubt exists as to the origin thereof; samples of no 
value ; plants, living ; goods on which duty has been paid, ship- 
wrecked in sight of the littoral; remains of masts, sails, anchors, 
and cordage of wrecked national vessels; ships’ stores for use of 
the crew and passengers during their stay in port. 

Surtaw on spirits and alcoholic beverages.—Spirits and alcoholic 
beverages imported into Erythrea are liable to a surtax of 15 lire 
per hectolitre when of a strength not exceeding 50 degrees of the’ 
centesimal alcoholometer at a temperature of 15°56 degrees. For 
every degree in excess of 50 degrees, the surtax shall be increased 
by 15 centesimi. This surtax is not applicable to fine liqueurs in’ 
bottles, generally consumed by Europeans, having a market value 
of more than three lire per bottle ; this exception, however, shall 
not apply to cognac, absinthe, and mastic. 

Spirits and liqueurs crossing the Customs line free of import 
duties are subject to a surtax of 10 lire per hectolitre up to 50 
degrees of the centesimal alcoholometer at a temperature of 15°56 
degrees, and of 15 centesimi for every degree in excess. This 
surtax is collected without prejudice to the eventual application of 
the tax established by the Decree of 8th December, 1892, enacted 
in execution of the General Act of the Brussels Conference of 2nd 
July, 1890. 

Receipt fees.—All receipts issued by the Customs shall be liable’ 
to a charge of 5 centesimi; receipts tor a duty exceeding 10 lire 
shall, however, be liable to a charge of 25 centesimi. Receipts’ 
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relating to the payment of any balance of Customs duties in- 
sufficiently collected, or to the payment of fines, or to cash deposits, 
shall be exempt from the charge in question. 

Warehouse dues.—-A storage due at the rate of 2 centesimi per 
—— and per day will be levied on goods which remain in 

astoms warehouses or enclosures for more than five days. For 
the purposes of the above-mentioned due, the time of deposit of 
goods shall include the day of entry as well as the day of withdrawal | 
from the Customs warehouses or enclosures. 

A package exceeding a quintal in-weight shall be considered as 
two or more, at the rate of one package per quintal or fraction of a 
quintal. 

For goods in sacks directed to different persons and forming 
portions of one single consignment, the warehouse dues shall begin 
on the day on which the goods are separated according to their 
several proprietors, should the five days mentioned above not be 
sufficient to enable such operation to be effected. In such case, 
the Customs shall fix the day on which the separation shall be 
deemed to have taken place. 

Wharfage dues.—Every package of goods crossing the Customs 
’ line shall be subject to the following wharfage dues, in proportion 
to the value and weight of the goods :— 


Lire Cts. 

Packages of a value exceeding 25 lire cite 0 25 
of 25 lire or less— 

Weighing more than 10 kilogs. 

10 kilogs. or less... 0 05 


Trunks, valises, cases, bags, and parcels belonging to travellers, 
small articles carried by hand and which cannot be considered as 
merchandise, postal parcels, and goods of an ascertained value of 
less than 5 lire per quintal, shall be exempt from wharfage dues. 

Wood shall be liable to the following wharfage dues :-— 

15 centesimi per bundle of laths or joists. 
25 ” per twenty planks, boards or beams. 

Other goods in bulk shall be liable to a wharfage due of 
25 centesimi per quintal, if their value exceeds 25 lire per quintal, 
and of 15 centesimi if of less value. 

Statistical tax.—Goods exempted from duty and crossing the 
Customs line, are subject to a statistical tax of 1 per cent. 
ad valorem. 

Restrictions and prohibitions.—The importation of arms, ammuni- 
tion, explosive substances, and lead in any form is only permitted 
under special authorisation by the Public Safety Authorities. In 
default of such authorisation, the articles in question, after having 
been subjected to the Customs formalities, shall be transported 
under escort to the artillery depéts. The exportation and tranship- 
‘ment of such articles can only be effected on vessels exceeding 
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100 tons register and with the previous authorisation of the 
Government of the Colony. 

The importation of medicinal substances and compound 
medicines, not approved by the superior Board of Health, is 
conditional on a permit from the Sanitary Authorities, The 
importation of hasheesh is prohibited, and the Customs must 
destroy all quantities confiscated. 

Goods of which the importation into the Colony is prohibited in 
virtue of special provisions, as well as those considered as injurious 
to public health by the Sanitary Authorities, must, within a period 
fixed by the competent Authorities, be destroyed or re-exported on 
vessels of more than 30 tons register. 

The exportation of horses, mules, and pack or saddle asses, 
without previous authorisation from the Government of the 
Colony, is prohibited. 


PORTUGAL—(PORTUGUESE EAST AFRICA). 
The Portuguese ‘“ Diario do Governo” of the 10th inst. contains a 
Portuguese Royal Decree of the 8th inst. im- 


posing a duty of 20 per cent. ad valorem on 
coffee imported through the Custom Houses of 
— ng the Manica and Sofala Districts in the Territories 


of the Mozambique Company. 


ABYSSINIA. 

The following information with regard to import and export duties 
a wn and other dues leviable at certain Abyssinian 
Duties leviable at toW™S has been extracted from a report recently 
Adis Abbaba, issued by the Foreign Office (“ Diplomatic and 
= plendgg: Consular Reports, No. 2,531 of 1900), relative 
rs to the “Trade of Adis Abbaba and Harrar for 

“the year 1899-1900.” 

All imports into Adis Abbaba are subject to duty at the rate of 
10 per cent. ad valorem, but at Harrar imported goods pay only 8 
per cent. Consequently, merchants usually prefer to pay duty at 
the latter place, especially as goods imported into Adis Abbaba 
from Harrar by the same merchants who import these goods from 
the coast, are not subject to further duty in Adis Abbaba. But 
the same goods, if bought in Harrar by Abyssinian merchants and 
imported into Adis Abbaba, are liable to a further duty of 5 per 
cent. ad valorem at the latter place. . 

The import duty levied at Harrar on Abyssinian coffee and 
civet has been abolished this year, and, on account of the drought, 
* cereals imported from the coast have also been exempted from 

uty. 

A duty of 5 per cent. ad valorem is charged at Adis Abbaba 
on all goods coming from the provinces. An additional 5 per 
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cent. is charged on all goods exported from Adis Abbaba to 
Harrar and 10 per cent. on all goods exported to the coast. At 
Harrar an export duty of 8 per cent. ad valorem is levied on all 
8. 

The following dues are levied under the head of tolls in order to 
defray the expenses of keeping the road safe, namely, one dollar 
per mule-load at Lagahardin, and at Choba quarter-dollar per 
10 mule-loads, with a scribe’s fee of half-dollar. This road is said 
to compare favourably with the Massowah route, on which tolls 
are collected five times between Adis Abbaba and the coast. 


BRAZIL. 

. With further reference to notices which have appeared in previous 
ene issues of the “ Board of Trade Journal” res- 
pecting Consular Invoices for goods imported 
into Brazil, the Board of Trade have now 
received, through the Foreign Office, a despatch from H.M. 
Consul-General at Rio de Janeiro, transmitting the following 
summary of the Regulations affecting this matter which were 
published in the “ Diario Official” of the 20th ult. As stated in 
last week’s “ Journal,” the enforcement of these Regulations has 

been postponed until the 1st January next. 

“All merchandise, including specie and bullion, despatched 
from foreign countries for Brazilian ports must be accompanied by 
the corresponding Consular Invoices, with the following excep- 
tions, viz :— 

(a) Postal packages of any value. 

(b) Packages of which the official value does not exceed 50 
milreis, gold, at the exchange of 27d. per milreis. 

-(c) Samples of a value of less than 50 milreis. 

(d) Passengers’ baggage. 

(e) Merchandise coming from any port or place in a neighbouring 
country where there are no Brazilian Consular Authorities. 

‘ These invoices may be made out in Portuguese or in the language 
in use at the port of shipment and must be legalised exclusively at 
that port. 

The declarations contained in the invoice shall determine :— 

1. Name of ship in which the goods are shipped. 

2. Port of shipment. 

" 3. Port of destination. 

4, Value of the goods. 

5. Freight and expenses. 

6. Premium on the money current at the port of shipment, if any. 

On the back of the invoice the goods are to be detailed, giving 
marks and numbers of the packages, specification of the merchan- 
dise, its net and gross weight, value (including or excluding freight 
and expenses) of each different kind of goods, and country of origin 
of same. 


Invoices. 


\ 

> 
e 


Nov. 22, 1900.] THE. BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 417 


Tarif, Changes and Customs Regulations. 


These data are obligatory, including the statement of approxi- 
mate freight and expenses, and omissions will make consignees 
liable to fines. 

Description of the merchandise may be either specific, giving 
the name of each separate article, with the material of which it is 
‘composed, or may be generic in accordance with the official 
nomenclature organised for that purpose; it is, however, 
absolutely forbidden to make use of generalisations such as 
‘Cotton Textiles,’ ‘Ironware,’ &c., not admitted in this nomen- 
clature. Infringement in this respect will subject the consignee 
to fines. 

Translations have been prepared of the nomenclature and 
regulations into English, French, German, Italian, and Spanish, 
and will be shortly available. 

Although declaration of origin is exacted, proofs will not be de- 
manded at present, nor until a differential tariff be enforced against 
the goods of any country ; of which there is no immediate prospect. 

The routine to be followed with regard to these invoices is as 
follows :— 

1. The invoice must be filled up by the merchant and forwarded 
to his agent, if shipped at another place, to be legalised (viséd), at 
the Consulate at that place. The original, of which three copies 
are to be made, must be stamped and, after being viséd, be 
handed to the shipper, to be forwarded with the bill of lading 
to the master of the vessel who, in his turn, must return it with 
the corresponding invoice and manifest to the Consul to be 
forwarded to the respective Custom House. The captain must 
note in the margin of his manifest any goods shipped for which 
no invoices have been received, his notes being certified to by 
the Consul, as also the cause of non-reception of the invoices by 
the captain. 

On this being done, the captain will have no further respon- 
sibility on arrival : otherwise he will be liable to fine for non-delivery 
of invoice. 

2. Of the three copies of the original invoice, one will be for- 
warded by the Consul to the Statistical Bureau ; a second will be 
retained at the Consulate; and the third handed to the shipper 
to be forwarded to the consignee to accompany despatch of the 
goods at the Custom House. Without the corresponding invoice 
no despatch can be granted except on signature of a bond. 

3. The declaration of the invoice may be made in the language 
used at the port of shipment or in Portuguese, as desired, a 
translation of the same being in the former case presented by the 
consignee on despatch of the goods at the Custom House; this 
translation need not necessarily be by public translator. 

The fee for legalisation of Consular invoices will for the 
current year be 5 milreis, gold, payable in stamps to be applied to 


i 
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the original only. ‘This of course does not exempt from payment 
of the tax on bills of lading (2 milreis). It is, however, proposed 
to reduce the dues for consular invoices to 3 milreis only, and an 
amendment to that effect has been introduced irto the estimates 
by the Senate. . 

The form of invoice to be used, and the classification of goods to 
be followed in making out invoices can be seen, in original, at 
the Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the 
Board of Trade, No. 50, Parliament Street, London, S.W.” 


SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT: 
CEYLON. 


The “Ceylon Government Gazette” of 18th ult. states that the 
Railwa construction of the proposed railways to the 
Extension,  Borth of the Island of Ceylon, in the Kelani 

Valley, and from Nanu-oya to Nuwara Eliya 
and onwards to the hill districts of Uda Pussellawa, has finally 
been sanctioned. The cost of these railways is estimated at 

Rs. 11,060,000, Rs. 3,400,000, and Rs. 1,181,000, respectively. 

On the Northern Railway, the expenditure at the end of 
August last amounted to one million rupees. At both ends 
substantial progress had been made. On the first seven miles at 
the southern end the earthwork was in hand ; bridges and culverts 
had been begun, including a bridge over the Deduru-oya; and 
there is a large quantity of bridge, permanent way, and other 
material on the ground. 

Much progress has been made on the Kelani Valley Railway. 
Mr. Craig, the Chief Resident Engineer, on 30th August, reported 
that work had been started on this extension at the station ground 
at Maradana on 22nd March, and gradually extended along the 
line as the land was handed over. He was then in possession of 
the land on about 15 miles of the railway, all of which was under 
construction. 

Work on the Uda Pussellawa Railway, which has been delayed 
by the necessity of a new survey, has at last begun, and it is hoped 
that it may be shortly completed as far as Nuwara Eliya. 


BRITISH EAST AFRICA. 
With reference to the notice on p. 509 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal ” for 30th August last, a recent report 
oo of the British Vice-Consul at Mombasa, gives 
v some further particulars as to the Uganda Rail- 


way. According to this report the line was opened for traffic on the 
15th of August as far as Naivasha, 400 miles from the coast and 
150 miles from its terminus on the Lake in Uganda. There are 
two through trains a week each way for the public, in addition to 
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those which carry material for construction. The work of con- 
struction and the traffic have been several times delayed by parts 
of the permanent line and bridges being carried away by the rains, 
but these while being restored have been so strengthened as to 
avoid a recurrence of such accidents. The public still complain 
of the difficulty experienced in getting their goods booked and of 
the long delays which occur in the conveyance of them, but with 
a new line under construction, this must inevitably be the case, as 
an engineer will naturally desire to complete his own work within 
as short a time as possible, and look upon outside traffic for the 
moment as an impediment rather than as a matter for rejoicing. 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,536.) 


The same report states that Mombasa is still served by only one 
Shipping at line of direct steamers from Europe, viz., the 
saenities cae German line from Hamburg which calls once 
Kilindini a month outwards and homewards. These 
: steamers brought during the year 1899 to 
Mombasa 2,500 tons of European goods, and the British India 
steamers, which receive a subsidy to carry the English mails and 
which call at Aden on their way from Bombay, have brought 
850 tons of European goods in addition to Bombay cargo. A 
direct line of British steamers between London and Mombasa 
would go far to stimulate trade in British goods, as importers 
are strongly averse to the delays and damages which transhipment 
entail. The trade between India and East Africa is carried by 
British India and German lines, each of which despatches a 
steamer once a fortnight. Once a month a direct steamer 
from Cardiff arrives with Uganda Railway material, but these 
vessels are too slow to carry mails and unsuitable for the 
conveyance of passengers. 

Kilindini is gradually growing in favour as a harbour, and 
37 steamers entered it during the year 1899. These figures are 
exclusive of men-of-war, which use this harbour in preference to 
Mombasa owing to its size and the good anchorage it affords. 
Visits were received from 17 men-of-war during the year, of which 
one was French and one Italian. 


FRANCE. 


A despatch, dated 9th inst., has been received at the Foreign 
New SS. Service Office from H.M. Consul-General at Havre, 
with Indo-China, ‘ting that the Chargeurs Réunis Company 

; intend to inaugurate, in the course of the next 


few months, a new line of steamers between France and Indo- 
China. ‘The departuresewill be from Dunkirk, and will take place 
once a month. The steamers will touch at Havre, and will proceed 
to Saigon and Haiphong. The ports of call after leaving Havre 
have not yet been finally settled. Six large steamers which are. 


| 
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now under construction at Havre and St. Nazaire will be assigned 
to the new service, as well as the “Amiral Aube,” “ Amiral 
Baudin,” and “ Amiral Courbet,” which are now in use on the 
Lorenzo Marques and Madagascar Line. 


SIERRA LEONE. 

The report on Sierra Leone for 1899, recently issued by the 

Colonial Office, gives some particulars of the 

Railways. working of the railway in the Colony later than 

: those published in the “ Board of Trade Journal ” 
for 5th April last. The report states that so far as the line has 
been opened to traffic the results are encouraging, the net loss on 
the working expenses having been only 44/. 10s. 8d. on the period 
from 1st May to 3lst December. 

The net loss is only on the working expenses, the expenditure 
not including charges for interest, &c., on the capital outlay for 
construction. No account is taken of these, as a final statement 
of the actual cost of this section of the line has not yet been 
furnished from the construction department. Seeing that the 
railway has not as yet tapped any rich district, and has to compete 
with cheap water-borne traffic from Waterloo by the Rokelle River, 
while the present rates have been fixed by no means too low, the 
prospects of the earnings of the undertaking are fairly bright. It 
is when the rails have reached Bo, the point at which a country 
rich in produce wil! first really be tapped, that the earnings of the 
line will grow. The present satisfactory result, with the existing 
great disproportion between the passenger and goods traffic (the 
former being represented by 85 per cent. of the receipts) gives 
evidence of this. 


SWITZERLAND. 
A despatch dated 9th inst. has been received at the Foreign Office, 
from H.M. Minister at Berne, forwarding a 


copy of the Convention concluded on the 2nd 
Railwa. of December, 1899—and since ratified—between 
Connectio y ltaly and Switzerland, relative to the connection 
on across of their respective railway lines across the 
the Simplon. 


Simplon mountain. This Convention may be 
seen on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch, Board 
of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours 
of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


VENEZUELA. 

A despatch dated 12th ult. has been received at the Foreign Office, 
aint Seaientten from the Acting British Consul at Caracas, 
i the oo transmitting copy and translation of a Decree 

* dated 5th ult. annulling the Decree of 1st July, 


1893, which prohibited the free navigation of the “ Macareo,” 
“ Pedernales,” and other navigable entrances to the River Orinoco. 
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WEST AUSTRALIA. 


According to a communication received at the Board of Trade from 
Gold Output the office of the Agent-General for Western 
Geteher 1900 Australia, a telegram has been received from 

* the Government of that Colony, stating that 
the crushing returns for the month of October for all gold minin 
companies in the colony are as follows :—Ore treated, 124,901 tons ; 
yield of gold, 142,701 ozs.; average yield per ton, 1 oz. 2 dwt. 


20 grs. 


RUSSIA. 
A despatch dated 31st ult. has been received at the Foreign Office, 
Projected from H.M. Consul at Batoum, reporting that 


catechins the long talked of scheme of the Minister for 

District at War, for the construction of a separate petroleum 

array suburb at Batoum, received the sanction of His 
Imperial Majesty on the 19th June last. 

The Committee of Ministers, which reported to the War Office, 
had to consider how to harmonise the interests of the Government, 
Batoum being an important fortress, with those of commerce; in 
doing so, they studied, but rejected, a proposal to make the 
commercial port at Poti. 

The following are among the more important conclusions 
adopted :— 

1. That a separate petroleum suburb be constructed at Batoum, 
from which all dwelling houses and other buildings not directly 
connected with the petroleum industry be removed by their owners 
within a period of five years from the date of promulgation of the 
order, otherwise they will be demolished by compulsion of the 
police authorities. 

2. That further harbour improvement works be undertaken, with 
a view to facilitate the loading and discharging of vessels, and 
ensure their safety while lying in the port of Batoum. 

3. That special storage accommodation for petroleum products 
be provided by the State at the station of Kobuletti, on the Trans- 
Caucasian Railway, which is about 16 miles distant from Batoum. 

4, That the present shunting station of the Trans-Caucasian 
Railway be removed to a new site. 

5. That the collection of a duty of one copeck per poud on all 
merchandise passing through the port of Batoum be continued, 
one-fifth part of which is to be set aside towards the construction 
and maintenance of (a) the water works, ()) the fire brigade of the 
petroleum town, and (c) the pavement of the streets of the latter 
mentioned place. 


q 
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The despatch further states that the Ministers of War, of Ways 
and Means, of Finance, and the Governor-General and Chief of 
the Civil Department of the Caucasus have been invited to 
jointly draw up the principal conditions of a set of rules 
and regulations under which effect has to be given to the 
recommendations of the Imperial Commission in regard to the 
realisation of the aforesaid scheme, and His Imperial Majesty has 
likewise decreed :—That the Minister for War, together with the 
Chief of the Civil Department of the Caucasus, should take the 
necessary steps for excluding the districts of Batoum and Artvin 
from the territory hitherto included in the limits of the Govern- 
ment of Kutais, and of embodying them under a separate 
administration, the central offices of which are to be established at 
Batoum with the rights and privileges of a Government town. 


ITALY. 


With reference to the notice on p. 603 of the “ Board of Trade 

Journal” for November, 1899, and to subsequent 

Te — of notices on p- 339 of the issue for 8th February 

— last, p. 411 of the issue for 24th May last, and 

p- 587 of the issue for 6th September last, the following are par- 

ticulars relating to the production and exports of sulphur from 

Sicily in the past two years which have been received at the Board 
of Trade through the Foreign Office :— 


1898-1899. 1899-1900. 
Tons. Tons. 
Production of sulphur ... bi ini abe 503,187 509,721 
Exports of sulphur 450,072 520,683 
Stock in hand on 31st Jul: bai me ane 188,621 227,449 


Nov. 22, 1900.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 423 


YARNS AND TEXTILES. 


BRITISH INDIA. 


The jute industry, says the “Indian Textile Journal” of 15th ult., © 
is next in importance to cotton in India. Like 
Jute Industry. al! vegetable fibres it is a compound of cellulose, 
but is distinct in its properties from cotton 
and linen, specially in regard to the action of chlorine gas or strong 
solutions of bleaching powder. This fibre is an exclusive growth 
of Bengal, of which it forms fully a third of the exports. For 
the whole of India it forms no less than a sixth of the total 
value of the exports, which represent over 16 crores of rupees 
annually. The industry is capable of a good deal of expansion, 
the principal stumbling blocks being the internal land carriage _ 
charges and the proverbial apathy of the people. Unlike cotton, | 
the industry is concentrated wholly within the limited area of 
Bengal only, where jute is grown in abundance. Another notice- 
able as well as instructive feature about this industry, is the fact 
of its being principally in the hands of foreigners. The growth 
of jute was known long before the advent of the English, and it 
is a pity to find it remaining unthought of and neglected until: : 
about 30 years ago, when there were some half dozen mills 
started by the enterprising Britons. It has gradually progressed 
since that time, and employs at the present day over 130,000 
labourers of all denominations, turning out upwards of 370,000 
tons of manufactured goods in the shape of gunny bags and cloth. 
The number of looms working 20 years ago was just over 4,000, 
against 14,000 at the present day, consisting of 8,000 narrow 
and 6,000 broad looms. Of the total exports worth 16 crores, 
the value of raw materials is something like 10 crores odd. 
A third of the raw material exported goes to Dundee, where a 
variety of useful things are manufactured from it in marked 
contrast with gunny cloth and bags of Bengal. There are 26 jute. 
growing districts in the Bengal province within a limited area, 
outside which the cultivation is insignificant. The normal area 
under jute cultivation now amounts to about 2,200,000 acres, with 
an average outturn of nearly 66 lacs of bales. Of late a good use 
has been found for the jute waste in the production of a new yarn, 
in which the fibres of this plant are mixed with either cotton, wool, 
or silk. At first the fibre is thoroughly opened and cleaned of 
non-fibrous material, dust, dirt, &c. It is then boiled from six to 
twelve hours in a solution of various chemicals, after which it is 
thoroughly washed and bleached. It is then lightly opened again 
and formed into a lap, which is then mixed on a finisher machine 
or condenser with either cotton or wool, ready for spinning. 


. 
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AGRICULTURE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
ites Geleen, from the inspectors and officers of Excise in 
the week ended the 17th inst., were as follow :— 


For further particulars see p. 438. 


A statement is published on p. 439, showing the quantities of the 
;_ various descriptions of agricultural produce 
=" — imported into the United Kingdom during the 
ace. week ended the 17th inst.; as well as of the 

imports during the corresponding week of 1899. 


BRITISH EAST AFRICA. 


The British Vice-Consul at Mombasa reports that the trade in 

rubber in 1899 shows an advance of 40 per cent. 
Rubber Industry. on the previous year, but is still far below what 

it should be, and what the country is capable of 
producing. This is due in a large measure to this industry being 
left to take care of itself, and no properly-disciplined or organised 
effort made to assist it. In times of drought and bad harvests the 
natives fall back on the rubber-collecting industry to keep them- 
selves from starvation, but in times of plenty the industry is more 
or less neglected, and only vines which grow in those places easiest 
of approach are tapped, and in many cases ruined by being cut to 
the ground instead of tapped. 

The Vice-Consul adds :—“ I can only refer to the remarks made 
last year on this subject, and which I again repeat with, if possible, 
greater emphasis, under the conviction that there is money for the 
private individual and for Government if the industry were more 
systematically worked. 

“Tt is somewhat surprising that the attention of planters has 
not been previously drawn to the systematic cultivation of the 
rubber vines. Throughout the territory the soil is sufficiently rich 
to grow rubber vines in perfection without artificial aid, the only 
requisite being water, and on the banks of the Tana and Sabaki 
rivers that can be obtained all the year round. With irrigation, 
and under proper management the results should be as satisfactozy 
as coffee growing. 

“ A marked improvement has taken place in the purity of the 
rubber this last season, and fewer cases of adulteration with sand 
and bark occurred.” (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,536.) 
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FRENOH CONGO. 

According to the “‘ Mouvement Géographique,” Liberian coffee is, 

more than any other, the coffee cultivated in 
Coffee Cultivation. French Congo. +The cultivation of San Thome 

coffee (coffea arabica) is now practically aban- 
doned. Kouilon coffee (coffea ‘canephora) and Oubanghi coffee 
(coffea chaloti) grow in a wild state, and the latter is now beginning 
to be cultivated. The following figures show the quantity of coffee 
exported from French Congo daring the last four years :— 


Kilogrammes.* 
1896 pas ase 4,471 
1897 oes 30,094 
1898 an 57,660 


* Kilogramme = 2:2 lbs. 


In January, 1900, 30,473 kilogs., valued at about 33,500 frances 
(1,3401.) were exported. The coffee is despatched in sacks contain- 
ing from 50 to 70 kilogs. The freight on coffee is 66 francs 
per ton of 1,000 kilogs. from Libreville to Havre. The sacks 
for packing are imported; the planters themselves export their 
coffee to Europe without the aid of any intermediary. Only a 
small quantity is sold for local consumption, the retail price at 
Libreville being from 2 francs 50 cents per kilog. upwards. There 
are already 100 hectares (247 acres) of plantations producing coffee, 
and a farther 150 hectares (370 acres) have been planted, which will, 
however, not produce any coffee till 1905. 


BRAZIL. 


In a despatch to the Foreign Office dated 24th ult., H.M. Consul- 

Coffee Crop of General at Rio de Janeiro states that according 

Sao Paulo to official computation, said to be based on 

‘ statistics very carefully collected by the Muni- 

cipalities, the yield of the current crop of coffee (1900-1901) in the 

Sao Paulo district will amount to 6,450,000 bags, or 368,570 tons. 

The present average value of a bag of coffee of the Sao Paulo 
grades shipped for export is 2l. 1s, 
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UNITED KINGDOM. 


The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
— during the week ended the 15th inst. was 
Cotton Statistics. 112,416. and the number imported during the 
46 weeks ended the 15th inst. was 2,757,017. As regards 
exports, the figures are, for the week ended the 15th inst., 11,434 
bales, and for the 46 weeks, 317,067. 
For further details see p. 437. 


CANADA. 


A pamphlet on the pulp wood industry of Canada, by Mr. George 

Johnson, F'.S.8., Statistician of the Department 

— Wot of Agriculture at Ottawa, has been issued in 

manny connection with the Paris International Ex- 

hibition. Copies may be obtained gratis at the offices of the 
High Commissioner for Canada, Victoria Street, 8.W. 


BRITISH EAST AFRICA. 


In a recent report received at the Foreign Office from the British 
Trade in Vice-Consul at Mombasa, it is pointed out 
1899.1900 that the trade of that place, the principai 

‘ ; port in the territory and the terminus of the 

Uganda Railway, now under construction, has been stationary as 

regards imports, but has doubled in volume in exports, due in a large 

measure to the increase in shipments of ivory and hides, the trade 
in which has been materially assisted by railway transport as 
against the old porterage system. 

Lamu, the second largest town in the territory, has also bene- 
fited by the increase of ivory shipments, and there has been a 
corresponding increase in importations of rice. 

The country, as a whole, is slowly recovering from the severe 
distress into which it was plunged by the drought two years 
ago, which brought inits train famine and small-pox. The 
_ rains have fallen abundantly during the past monsoon, and crops, 

where the natives have possessed seed, are plentiful, the only draw- 

backs being a plague of rats in the Giriama country and the 
diminished number of labourers consequent on mortality from 
famine and small-pox. An abundant crop of rice in Burmah has 
again come to the relief of Mombasa, as in the previous year, 
and kept the price of this grain at a low level in spite of the 
famine and distress in India. 

India and Burmah have contributed 40 per cent. of the imports 
for the year (a decrease of 10 per cent.); the United Kingdom, 
30 per cent. (an increase of 5 per cent.); and Germany, 10 per 
cent. (the same as in the previous year). 
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The following table shows the value in rupees of the principal 
articles imported into and exported from the East Africa Protec- 
torate during the years ending 31st March, 1896-1900 :— 


Year. Imports, Exports. 

Rupees, Ru 

1896-7... ooo 39,25,597 11,72,026 
1898-9... ae 70,25,545 10,041,173 


(Foreign Ofice, Annual Series, 2,536.) 


THE GAMBIA. 


A report recently issued by the Colonial Office states that the total 

value of the imports into the Colony of the 

Trade in 1899. Gambia amounted in 1899 to 240,906/., and the 

exports to 241,936/. About one-half of the 

imports came from the United Kingdom, whilst only about one- 
-ninth of the exports went there. 

The staple article of export (ground nuts) is nearly all sent to 
france, which received during the year three-fourths of the total 
exports. 

‘The value of the specie imported in 1895 was 13,432/., and in 
1899 69,5551., the aggregate for the five years being 197,5741., 
whilst during the same period only 17,466/. in specie was exported. 
Perhaps these figures are not absolutely correct, but it is indisput- 
able that a very large amount of specie (silver coins) has been put 
in circulation during the last few years in the Gambia Protectorate, 
owing to the cash trade supplanting the old system of barter; and 
it is remarkable that the importation of merchandise has kept up 
as well. ‘ 

The value of the ground nuts exported was returned to the 
Customs at 210,005/., an increase of 9,696/. on the previous year. 
This represented 34,353 tons, probably the largest quantity ever 
shipped in a year. 

The imports and exports ‘show little variation, except in the 

large decrease in the shipments of rubber, due 

Rubber. to the practical extinction of the rubber plants 

by the ignorant class of men who wander about 

rubber cutting in the bush. There are no rubber plantations or 

estates—all that is collected being the product of uncultivated 
plants or trees found in the forests. 


BQ . 


‘ 
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QUEENSLAND. 


The following particulars of the production of spirits and beer in 
Production of Queensland in the fiscal year ended 30th June last 
Spirits and Beer °° taken from the Financial Statement of the 
in 1899-1900 Treasurer of the Colony made on the 30th 

August last :— 

Spirits—The production of spirits in the Colony of Queensland 
for the 12 months ended 30th June, 1900, was 129,996 proof 
gallons, as against 159,205 proof gallons produced in the preceding 
12 months, a decrease of 29,209 gallons. 

Excise duties show a corresponding decrease, i.e., from 42,3041. 

.to 41,0182. 

Customs returns show that in 1898-99, 26,391 liquid gallons 
were exported, while the quantity shipped in 1899-1900 was 
32,159 gallons. 

Beer.—The proprietors of 22 breweries registered their establish- 
ments under “The Beer Duty Act of 1897,” during the year ended 
30th June, 1900, as against 26 registered in the previous year. 
Fees for brewers’ licens:s received for the same periods were 5751. 
and 756l. respectively. 

Locally brewed beer, amounting to 5,172,562 gallons, contributed 
to the revenue as excise duty 64,6571. 0s. 6d. ‘The increase over 
the previous year in quantity was 243,927 gallons, and in excise 

duty 38,0491. 1s. 9d. 

Customs returns show that 35,6401. was paid as duty on 492,749 
gallons of imported beer in 1899-1900, as against 33,0941. on 
458,258 gallons in 1898-9, an increased consumption of 34,491 
gallons of foreign beer in 1899-1900. 


RUSSIA. 


The Board of Trade the Foreign copy 
of a despatch from the British Commercial 
Fate meng Agent in Russia, which states that according 
dite i the “ Commercial and Industrial Gazette” of 
* $t. Petersburg, of 10th/23rd October, a proposal 
has been made to hold an exhibition of sporting accessories and 
appliances, &c., at Warsaw, the first of its kind in Russia. It will 
include articles of foreign, as well as of Russian make, local manu- 
factures in this line being but little developed, the great majority 
of sporting materials of all sorts coming from abroad. All descrip- 
tions of games and sporting accessories will be on view, while it is 
proposed that at the same time the exhibits shall be practically 
illustrated by a series of daily games, races, &c., under the auspices 
of the local cyclists’ club. 
The Commercial Agent adds that, should the proposal assume 
practical realisation, a good opportunity offers for British exhibitors 
in a line peculiarly their own. 


| 
| 
| 
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The “ Moniteur des Soies” of “~ ine announces that during the 

, present month a Sericultural Congress will be 

tg held at Tiflis (Caucasia) with the object of 

Congrem s * discussing the needs of sericulture and the silk - 
industry in that region, and also the proper means of developing 
the same. A gold medal will be given for the best monograph on 
sericulture, and other awards will be presented for the next most 
deserving works. These monographs should give statistical 
information, and be accompanied by diagrams, &c. An exhibition 
of sericulture and of the silk industry will be held at the same 
time as the Congress. 


According to a report of the German Consul-General in St. Peters- 
burg, published in the “ Nachrichten fiir Handel 
und Industrie” (a publication of the ‘“ Reich- 
samt des Innern”’) for the 8th inst., under the 
new Russian regulations affecting commercial travellers, which are 
to come into operation on the Ist (14th) January next (see “ Board 
of Trade Journal” of 6th September last, p. 596), foreign 
commercial travellers exercising their calling in Russia only during 
the period from July to December need only, as under the existing 
higher scale, pay half the amount of the annual industrial pursuit tax 
(crown tax). Thus, in future, a Christian (i.e., non-Jewish) traveller 
representing a foreign firm will only have to pay astate tax of 75 roubles 
if he exercises his calling only during the second half of the year, and 
provided that he takes out the license in his own name and not 
that of his firm, so as to avoid payment of the additional dues for a 
clerk’s license, which he would otherwise have to obtain. 

It is expected that the Ministry of Finance will, at the beginning 
of the new year, issue a collection of all the regulations affecting 
the local and provincial surcharges on the state industrial tax. 


Commercial 
Travellers. 


FRANCE—ANNAM. 

According to the “ Journal des Debats ” of 12th inst., the exports of 
Development of °22° Sugar from Annam have increased in a very 
the § - Trade remarkable manner. In 1898, as stated in the 

"8 * Indo-China Customs statistics, 266,180 kilogs., 
representing a value of nearly 3,000/., were exported. In 1899, the 
exports rose to 399,750 kilogs., valued at 4,4771., for white sugar, 
and 89,950 kilogs., valued at 1,900/., for brown sugar, giving a 
total for the year of 489,700 kilogs., valued at 6,371. 

During the first six months of 1900, the increase is still more 
marked, the quantity exported to France being 533,995 kilogs. of 
white sugar, valued at 6,000/., and 886,855 kilogs. of brown 
sugar, valued at 7,100I., being exported to Frange, a total quantity 
of 1,420,850 kilogs. 
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BELGIUM. 


According to the “ Dépéche Coloniale” of 13th inst., the ‘‘ Société 
anonyme pour le commerce colonial” of Antwerp 

Ivory Trade. has just issued a circular containing some very 
interesting information regarding the sales of 
ivory in 1900. The last sale which took place at Antwerp on 
31st October, consisted of 854 tons. The quantities annually sold 
at Antwerp for the period 1888-1900 were as follows :— 


Years. Kilogrammes. 


The 3303 tons sold this year were made up as follows :—2884 
tons from Central Africa (Congo, Angola, Cameroons); 12} tons 
Congo; 9% Abyssinia; 11$ Gaboon; 4} Ambriz;4 tons from 
various countries (Zanzibar, Zambesi, Siam, Senegal, &c). 


FRANCE-—EAST AFRICA. 
According to the “ Politique Coloniale” of 10th inst., the first 
annual statistics of the imports and exports of 
Trade in 1898. the French Colony on the Somali Coast do not 
go beyond the year 1898. The figures for that 
year are given as follows :-— 


Imports. £ 
From France ... 48,450 
» Great Britain... 2,470 
» Austria ... ven dae 1,200 
» Greece... sie nde 400 
» Egypt... we 370 


Total trade ... wee” £189,250 
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The principal articles imported from France are: Wines, beer, 
brandy, flour, soap, corrugated iron, and cotton goods. Amongst 
articles imported trom other countries, piece-goodshold the first place. 
France alone sends the silk piece-goods and rich fabrics for Court 
and ecclesiastical use, but the cheaper articles for the people 
(cotton piece-goods, bleached, unbleached, dyed and printed) are 
received from Germany, England, and America. 


ITALY—EAST AFRICA. 
The following tables showing the value of the imports and exports 
of the Benadir District for the year 1898-99 is 


Trade of the : ; 
lir Distri prepared from figures published in the 
Bollettino di Notizie Commerciali” (the 


official organ of the Ministry of 
Industries and Trade) for November, 1900 :— 


Imports. 
Article. Value. 
| Maria ‘l‘heresa 
dollars.* 
Coffee a 40,071 
Yarns 35,872 
Molasses 28,942: 
retroleum ... anal 20,430 
Rice | 28,440 
Tobacco... 57,157 
Cotton piece goods aunt 107,024 
American cloths ... 382,312 
Other 86,094 
Sugar 35.934 
All other articles ... su 87,138 
Total Maria Theresa dollars 91/000 
Exports 
Articles. | Value. 

dollars * 

Ivory 92,210 
Live animale— 
Donkeys 44,933 
Oxen 29,131 
Camels 9,285 
Goats 19,973 
Butter 113,167 
Cereals 10,959 
Gum 18,918 
Hides and skins wns 160,283 
All other articles ... 59,315 
Maria Theresa Dollars ...| 558,174 

Total { £ 58.000 


* Maria Theresa Dollar = 2s. (about). 


i 
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Other important articles of export are rhinoceros’ horn, tallow, 
ostrich feathers, dog-fish, tortoise-shell, and piece-goods of native 
‘ manufacture. 


AUSTRIA. 
The United States Consul at Coburg, in a report dated 6th ult., 
states that in Austria, where everything in the 
Sawdust as Fuel. shape of fuel is being carefully investigated, 
sawdust is impregnated with a mixture of tarry 
substances and heated to the proper temperature ; it is then passed 
over a plate of iron heated by steam, from which a screw conveyor 
takes it to a press, where it is compressed into briquettes of the 
required size. The press turns out 19 per minute, weighing two- 
fifths of a pound each, and measuring 6 by 2} by 14 inches. The 
caloric power is about the same as that of lignite, with but 4 per 
cent. of ash. One factory produced last year over 7,000,000 


briquettes, costing about 8d. per thousand, and selling at from 
4s. to 4s, 2d. 


HUNGARY. 
A despatch dated 12th inst. has been received at the Foreign Office 

Forei from H.M. Consul-General at Budapest, trans- 

= mitting copy of statistical tables relating to 

: the foreign trade of Hungary during the year 

1899. These are translated from the official statistics published 
by the Government. 

It appears from them that the total imports into Hungary 
last year amounted in value to 49,948,375/., whilst the exports 
reached the value of 50,020,833/., or together 99,969,208/. The 
excess therefore of the exports over the imports was 72,458/. This 
shows a great improvement upon the results in late years: in 
1898, there was an excess of imports of 3,772,833/.; in 1897, of 
1,061,5831. ; in 1896, of 302,000/., and in 1895, of 3,263,7501. 

The trade of Hungary with Great Britain in 1899 is thus 


shown :— 
Both show a gain over the Sgures in 1898, which were as 
follows :— 
£ 


Total .. 1,416,660 


. 
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The main factors in the improvement in the general exportation 
last year appear to have been: coal, &c.; woollens; ironware; 
machines. Sugar maintains a steady increase. Cereals, Xc., 
though better than in the previous year, are lower by 458,3301. 
than in 1897, and by 1,791,600/. than in 1896. 


ROUMANIA. 


The Bureau of Statistics attached to the Roumanian Ministry has 
just published statistics of the foreign trade of 
Trade in 1899. Roumania in 1899. The following table shows 
the value of the imports into and exports from 

that country during each of the last five years :— 


Year. Imports. Exports. Total Trade. 

Lei. Lei. Lei. 
1895 ... 304,575,000 265,048,000 569,623,000 
1896 ... 337,923,000 324,057,000 661,980,000 
1897... 835,783,000 | -224,180,000 579,962,000 
1898 ... 389,908,000 283,182,000 673,090,000 
1899 ... ons soe 333,268,900 149,120,000 482,388,000 


Note.—Lei = 9°6d. 


Of the imports in 1899, goods to the value of 95,672,000 lei 
were imported from Austria-Hungary, to the value of 91,095,000 
lei from Germany, and to the value of 60,042,000 lei from the 
United Kingdom, Austria-Hungary thus sending 28°7 per cent. of 
the total imports, Germany 27°3 per cent., and the United Kingdom 
18 per cent. More than half of the exports went to Austria- 
Hungary and Belgium, the former country taking goods to the 
value ot 38,444,000 lei, or 25°8 per cent. of the total exports, and 
the latter to the value of 44,114,000 lei, or 29°6 per cent. The 
exports to England and Germany were only 7 and 6} per cent. 
respectively of the total. 

The principal categories of goods imported were :— 

Lei. 

Colonial produce and southern fruits ... value 19,110,000 

Chemicals and chemical products... a » 11,377,000 

Leather, furs and manufactures thereof . » 11,400,000 

Textiles, &c. a wale » 130,987,000 

Metals and manufactures thereof... » 76,366,000 


Austria-Hungary cent textiles to the value of 27,475,000 lei, and 
metals to the value of 23,263,000 lei, whilst Great Britain sent 
37,826,000 lei worth of textiles and 10, 746,000 lei worth of metal 
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Of the classes of goods exported, cereals represent 65 per cent. 
of the total, or 97,117,000 lei, wood and wood manufactures 
8,114,000 lei, or 5:4 per cent., and mineral fuel, &c., 8,197,096 lei, 
or 54 per cent. of the total. ‘The last item includes petroleum, the 
exports of raw petroleum and schist oil having amounted to 
47,828,000 kilogs. valued at 4,785,000 lei, and those of refined to 
14,283,000 kilogs. valued at 2,857,000 lei. ; 


ARGENTINA. 
The following particulars as to the present situation of the carbide 
Acetylene of calcium and acetylene industry in the 
Indust Argentine Republic have been translated from 


a collection of reports of German Consuls in 
various countries as to that industry, published by the German 
Ministry of the Interior in a recently issued number of the 
“ Berichte iiber Handel und Industrie.” 

The attention of the public in the Argentine Republic has been 
recently called to this industry by the use of acetylene on a large 
scale as an illuminant on the occasion of public festivals in Buenos 
Ayres, and several shops have been furnished with acetylene gas 
apparatus. A large calcium carbide factory bas been established 
about two kilometres from Cordolia, and was expected to commence 
operations last July. This establishment, the “‘ Fabrica nacional 
de Carburo de Calcio,” is said to have been erected for the account 
of a London firm; the general agency of the factory for the 
Argentine Republic is in the hands of Messrs. Mudd and Co., of 
Buenos Ayres. The factory buildings are situated on a piece of 
land near Cordoba, about 10 hectares in area; in the main building 
there are five carbide melting ovens as well as the machinery for 
crushing the raw material; there are also works for making metal 
vessels to receive the manufactured carbide, packing rooms, &c. 
The firebricks for the ovens were imported from France and the 
machinery mostly from the United Kingdom, though the special 
machinery for making the tins for the carbide came from Germany. 

The German representative at Buenos Ayres reports that con- 
ditions for the new industry in Cordoba appear very favourabie as 
there is a plentiful supply of lime in the neighbourhood, and electric 
power can be readily obtained; the coke used has, however, to be 
imported from abroad.. The Sierra de Cordoba contains an inex- 
haustible supply of excellent limestone, a kind of marble, containing 
as.much as 99 per cent. of carbonate of calcium. In consequence, 
- a considerable industry in lime burning has sprung up round 
Cordoba ; .all systems from the most primitive to the modern circular 
ovens being represented. The price of calcined lime at present is 
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about 18 pesos m.n. (about 31s.) per ton at the factory. The 
necessary electric power for the carbide of calcium manufactory 
—about 2,000 horse-power, according to the newspapers—is ob- 
tained from the large artificial water works (diques) recently 
constructed on the Rio Primero in the Sierra de Cordoba. It is also 
stated that a French company is being formed to utilise this water 
power in a second carbide factory which they propose to establish. 

As considerable interest has now been awakened in the Argentine 
Republic on the subject of the use of acetylene as an illuminant, 
there will, in the opinion of the German official reporting on the 
subject, be a good opening for apparatus and utensils connected 
with this industry, both for use in the production of the gas, such 
as gasometers, purifying apparatus, &c., and for lighting purposes, 
such as burners, pipes, street lamps, indoor lamps, cycle lamps, 
&c., but these articles should be such as to combine the greatest 
degree of safety with a comparatively simple construction. Some 
railway companies are also said to be considering the advisability 
of introducing acetylene as an illuminant in railway carriages. 

According to statistics published by the Director-General of 
Statistics in Buenos Ayres, the imports of carbide of calcium for 
the production of acetylene amounted in 1899 to 357,455 kilos., 
valued at 21,447 gold pesos (about 4,3611.). 


PERSIA. 


The Report of H.M. Consul-General for Khorassan states that there 
has been a satisfactory increase in the imports 
Indian Tea Trade. from India of both green and black tea. The 
custom of drinking tea is on the increase in 
Khorassan, and consequently more has been imported than during 
_ the previous year. Last year and this are the tirst two years that 
any tea has come to Meshed vid the Seistan route, which is, 
however, very little used for this purpose. The cost of 
carriage to Meshed was higher on the Seistan route than on the 
Bandar Abbas route. There is very little difference between the 
cost of transport by boat from Bombay to Karachi and Bombay to 
Bandar Abbas, but tea coming from Bombay has to pay the cost of 
carriage by boat to Karachi, and thence by rail to Quetta. This 
also adds to the cost of transport by the Seistan route, and tends to 
make the Bandar Abbas route cheaper, and consequently more used 
as far as Meshed is concerned. ‘The greater part of the tea for 
countries north of the Persian border is carried by rail from 
Batoum, as the facilities for carriage are greater on that route, and 
goods can be transported to Transcaspia from India in a much 
shorter time on it than by any other route from India. (Foreign 
Office, Annual Series, 2,533.) 
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In the same report H.M. Consul-General says that there was 
, a great increase in the import of Russian 
Free Pha ae into Meshed. This was partly caused 
rassan. by a considerable export of Russian sugar 
vid Meshed to Herat. Sugar from India did not reach Herat 
owing to the high price prevailing tor transport from the Baluchistan 
border. The export of Indian sugar to Khorassan has stopped as 
the Russian sugar is cheaper. The price of Russian sugar is far 
higher in Ashkabad and on the Russian side of the frontier than it 
is in Meshed, owing to the bounty granted on the exported article. 
The system of bounties given by the Russians, combined with 
cheap transit by rail and road, has destroyed the trade in Indian 
sugar in Khorassan. 

The import of Russian kerosene into Persia is on the increase ; 
it is now said to be carried as far south as Kirman. Kafilas 
returning to Bandar Abbas are often in want of a return load, and 
kerosene has been found to conveniently supply this want. 

There was some decrease in the import of Russian piece-goods 
into Meshed, but it is still very large. 

‘There was a great increase in the import of glass and chinaware 
from Russia. ‘The Indian trade in these articles in Meshed is on 
the decline. The cost of carriage is destroying it, the transport on 
‘the Russian railway being cheap. 

There is a large import of paper from Russia; the Indian trade 
cannot compete with it owing to the cost of carriage. 

The import of lead and tin from Russia is much on the increase. 

The import of cutlery, &c., from Russia is on the increase to 
meet the growing demand. These articles from Russia are not of 
good quality, but they are cheap and suit the Khorassan market. 

Matches have been imported from Russia on an unusually 
extensive scale. The Indian trade in matches has ceased. The 
Russian Government grant a bounty on this article . . . 

On the other hand, the exports to Russia are very large. 
Transcaspia and the troops in that province are supplied to a great 
extent from Khorassan. Large quantities of grain are taken to 
Transcaspia, but as the export is forbidden, Customs duties 
are not levied, and receipts under this head do not appear in the 
Customs returns. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,533.) : 


i 
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i 

Cotton Returns. 

Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported My 

at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week q 

and 46 Weeks ended 15th November, 1900. : 

| 

Week 46 Weeks iN 

1900. 

‘ 

Imports. 

( Bales.) i 

No. | No. if 

American ove ose eee 93,952 2,196,662 if 

East Indian ... ave ooo ove ate 3,608 | 71,588 

112,416 | 2,757,017 

EXPorts. 

( Bales.) 

No. | No. q 
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Corn Prices. 
Statement showing the Quantities Sold and Average Price of British 
Corn, per quarter of 8 bushels, Imperial Measure*, as received 


from the Inspectors and Officers of Excise in the week ended 
17th November, 1900, pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 


oe Quantities Sold, Average Price. 
Qrs. Bus. s. d, 
Wheat eee eee eee one eee 44,072 5 27 
Oats ... ove eve 14,400 5 4 
Comparative statement for the corresponding week in each of the years 


from 1896 to 1899 :— 


Quantities Sold. ! Average Price. 
Corre- 
i 
eek in 
| \ 
Wheat. Barley. Oats. | Wheat. | Barley. | Oats. 
| 
Qrs. Bus. | Qrs. Bus.| Qrs, Bus.| s. d, 8. da. 
1896 —....| 74,082 5 {191,673 1 | 19,237 7 3211 | 2 8 | 17 7 
1897 ...| 75,686 5 182,167 4 | 15,255 7 | 3811 | 2 2 | 16 5 
1898 ...| 78,323 4 |210090 1 | 19494 5 | 28 1 | 28 5 | 17 2 
1899 e--| 65,470 4 163,915 6 16,313 2 | 26 1 26 4 16 7 


* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 


pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial 


and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 


unds for every bushel of bariey, 


Nov. 22, 1900.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 439 


- 
Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. He 
Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural g 
oduce imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 
17th November, 1900, together with the quantities imported in the 
corresponding week of the previous year. j 
Week ended | Correspond- q 
17th Nov.,, ing week if 
900. in 1899. I 
Animals, living :— 
Oxen, bulls, cows, and calves ... Number 2,404 6,457 
Sheep and lambs...» ... ” 1,582 5,426 
Swine one eve ” _ 
Fresh meat :— 
Beef Owts, 37,137 52,577 
Mutton... ove ove ” 8,254 46,628 
Salted or preserved meat:— i 
Cwts, 85,415 106,402 
Beef eee eee ” 4,080 2,556 
Hams eee ” 29,096 30,046 
Pork ee ” 4,414 1,623 
Meat, unenumerated, salted or fresh ... pa 8,201 8,681 
Meat,preserved,otherwise than bysalting ” 15,599 20,623 
Dairy produce and substitutes :— ‘a 
Milk and cream, fresh or preserved, 
other than condensed milk ... = a 896 
Poultry and game ... Value £ 5,674 5,609 
Rabbits, dead (not tinned) Cc 7,443 2'337 
Corn, grain, meal and flour :— 
Wheat eee oor Cwts, 1,457,400 1,071,700 q 
Wheat-meal and flour ... 499,700 378,700 
Barley one ” 505,300 545,700 
Maize or Indiancorn ” 1,189,000 1,413,100 
Fruit, raw :— Cwts, Bushels, 
Entered by the | 180,507 | 190,552 
Apricots and peaches' oe 1900. 
Gooseberries* . ove ome 
Oranges 1900 69,982 137,372 
Pears ove 7,160 3,602 
Plums obe eco 
Strawberries* eee . 
Unenumerated ... ove ose 2,154 25,668 
Hay ... eee ove eve Tons, 1,708 1,827 
Hops... ... « Cwts. 129 5,276 
Vegetabies, raw :— 
Qnions i. 00 Bushels. 185,035 163,876 
. 898,618 65,006 
Tomatoest oo oe eee one 6,282 
Unenumerated .. Valued 8.978 20,749 
* These fruits were included with fruit unenumerated prior to 1900. 
t Included with vegetables unenumerated prior to 1900. 


i 
‘a 
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TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 

The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of October, 1900, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a small cost (in the present 
instance 9d.) per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, 
from Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet 
Street, London, E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; or Messrs. 
John Menzies & Co., Rose Street, Edinburgh, and 90, West Nile 
Street, Glasgow ; or Messrs. Hodges, Figgis, & Co., Limited, 104, 
Grafton Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the ‘‘ Annual State- 
ment of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign Countries 
and British Possessions” for the year 1899 is now issued, and may 
be purchased at a cost of 8s. 44d. at any of the addresses enumerated 
above. This publication, which contains much more detailed and 
exhaustive information than can be given in the Monthly Accounts, 
deals with the imports and exports of the United Kingdom from 
and to each foreign country, British possession and British 
protectorate for each of the years 1895 to 1899 inclusive, the 
imports and exports at the principal ports, transhipments, and 
bonded warehouse accounts. 


THE LABOUR GAZETTE. 


This Gazette is published by the Board of Trade on the 
15th of each month. The number published on the 15th inst. con- 
tains special articles on the State of the Labour Market in October ; 
Fair Wages in Public Contracts; Amendment of German Accident 
Insurance Law; Wages of Agricultural Labourers from 1850 to 
1899; Labour Disputes in France in 1899; Profit Sharing in 
1899 by Co-operative Societies, &c., &c. 


RECENT PARLIAMENTARY PUBLICATIONS. 
Weights and Measures. Report by the Board of rade on their 


Proceedings and Business under the Weights and Measures Acts. 
341. Price 3d. 


This is the Annual Report of the work of the Standards Depart- 
ment ofthe Board of Trade, the present publication dealing with the 
period from August, 1899, to August, 1900. Amongst other 
questions dealt with, the Board of Trade were asked to approve the 
use of avoirdupois weights of the following denominations :— 50 lbs., 
25 lbs., 10 Ibs., and 5 Ibs., being aliquot parts of the “cental ” of 
100 lbs. The series of avoirdupois weights at present in use, 
includes 56 lbs., 28 lbs., 14 Ibs., 7 Ibs, 4 lbs., and after careful 
inquiry it was held that the concurrent use in trade of the two 
series of weights would lead to confusion, and might facilitate the 
commission of fraud. 
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Bankruptcy Act, 1883 (Proceedings). Account showing the 
Receipts and Expenditure on account of Bankruptcy Proceedings 
during the year ended 31st March, 1900. 150. Price 4d. 

This is an account presented to Parliament in pursuance of 
Sec. 130 of Act 46 and 47 Vict., cap. 52, showing the amounts of 
fees, &c., received in stamps and cash in respect of bankruptcy 
proceedings, and the expenditure arising from the administration 
of the Bankruptcy Acts. 


Companies (Winding Up) Act, 1890. Account showing Receipts 
and Hapenditure on account of Proceedings under the Companies 
(Winding Up) Act, 1890, during the year ended 31st March, 1900. 
151. Price 4d. 

This return presented pursuant to Act 53 and 54, Vict., cap. 63, 
sec. 28, contains, in respect of proceedings under that Act, 
particulars similar to those contained in the return relating to 
bankruptcy business above referred to. 


Treaty Series, No. 21 (1900). Agreement between the United 
Kingdom and Siam relative to Taxation on Land held or owned by 
British Subjects in Siam. [Od. 363.] Price 4d. 

This agreement provides for the abrogation of the schedule of 
taxes annexed to the supplementary agreement between Great 
Britain and Siam signed at Bangkok in 1856, on condition that 
the taxation on land rented, held, or owned by British subjects in 
Siam shall nowhere exceed taxation on similar land in Lower 
Burmah. 


Hong Kong. Report on the New Territory at Hong Kong. 
[Od. 403.] Price 3d. 

This is a report on the new territory annexed to the colony of 
Hong Kong in virtue of the Convention of ¥th June, 1898, with 
the Emperor of China. Experiments are about to be made in the 
cultivation of camphor trees and vines, either of which might form 
a valuable addition to the resources of the colony. No systematic 
examination of the territory for minerals has yet been made, but 
silver is known to exist on Lantau Island, where some years ago 
a considerable sum was expended on a silver mine by a Chinese 
syndicate. Kaolin of good quality is found on the mainland, and 
an examination of the rocks that replace the granite in various 
districts may result in the discovery of payable mines. 


West Indies. Further Papers relating to the Oost of Local Excise 
Restrictions on the Production of Spirits. (Cd. 405.] Price 54d. 


This return, which is issued in continuation of the Colonial 
Produce of Spirits (Restrictions) Return, noticed on p. 621 of 
the “Board of Trade Journal” for 22nd March last, comprises 


¢ 
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statements forwarded, in reply to a Colonial Office circular, by the 
officers administering the Government of the various West Indian 
Colonies, showing the estimated normal cost to distillers of any 
apparatus or special arrangements for buildings required by the 
local excise laws, and of any supervision of distillation by excise 
officers or otherwise. The return also includes correspondence 
with the West India Committee and other bodies on the subject of 
the surtax or extra duty leviable in the United Kingdom on 
foreign (Colonial) imported spirits. 

Trustee Savings Banks. 230, Price 10d. 

This is a return issued annually containing statistics of Trustee 
Savings Banks in the United Kingdom, and is prepared under the 
direction of the Commissioners for the reduction of the National 
Debt from accounts rendered to their office by the different Trustee 
Savings Banks. The total amount of deposits in the 231 Trustee 
Savings Banks in the United Kingdom, amounted on the 20th 
November, 1899, to 51,404,930/., the number of accounts being 
1,601,485. 


Telegraph Money Orders. Additional Articles to the detailed 
’ Regulations for carrying out the Convention relative to the Exchange 
of Money Orders hetween the United Kingdom and Italy. [Cd. 396.] 
Price 3d. 

This return contains the text of an agreement between the Postal 
Administrations of the United Kingdom and Italy providing for the 
exchange of telegraph money orders between the two countries. 
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FOREIGN OFFICE AND COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


Reports of the Annual Series, 1900, have been issued from Her 
Majesty’s Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the following places, and 
may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, Hast Harding 
Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 


Wo. Place. | Price. 
2371 Denmark (1898. Supplementary) | 4d. 

2372 Senegal and Dependencies oot 

2373 German East Africa (Coast Towns) (1899) ai coe 24d. 
2374 Denmark. (1896-7 to 1900-1) ... | 
2875 Germany, Prussian Finance, 1897-1900 oes coo} = 

2376 Naples (1899) one 2d, 

2377 Hangchow (1898) ld, 

2378 Portugal (1897 and 1898) | 8d, 

2379 Hiogo and Osaka (1898) is 
2380 Venice (1898-99) coo} 

2381 Argentine Republic (Finances, 1898-99) .. | 
2382 New Orleans and District see 2d. 

2385 Servia (1898 and 1899) .. |, 
2884 Somali Coast ... ‘ite ous 24d. 

2387 Havre (1899) eee 2d. 

2388 Ciudad Bolivar oes 4d, 

2389 Para (1898-99) wel 

2390 | Italy (1898 and 1899) . ve | Bhd. 
2391 | Texas (1899) . pet 

2392 Curacoa and Dependencies (1899) ooo 20. 

2393 La Rochelle and District (1899)... 
2394 Charlestown and District (1899) 
2395 Coquimbo (1898) sik | 
2396 Trebizond and Sivas (1899) | 
2397 Japan (1899) .. " | 28d. 
239% Baltimore (1899) seo | 2d. 

2394 Mozambique and Quilimane (1899) _ dee — ld. 
2400 Germany (1899) | 
2401 Stockholm and Kast. Swedish Coast qsyy, | 24d. 
2402 Bohemia (1899) | gd. 
2403 Pomerania (1899) 3d. 
2405 Palestine (1899) ve Ad. 
2406 Cadiz and District (1899) | 
2407 Corunna aad District (1899)... 
2408 Patras ead District we| 
2409 Calais (1899) .. | 2d, 
2411 Cyclades (1899) as ld. 
2412 Brest (189¥) ... ld. 
241% Lombardy (1899) 1d, 
2414 Chicago and District 2d. 
2415 Bordeaux and District (1899)... 3d. 
2417 Leghorn and ‘Ancona (isvy) 2d. 
2418 Corsica (1899) ee ld. 
2419 | Samoa (1899)... ane ove oe ld, 
2420 Maiaga (1899) aie 3d, 
2421 Ningpo (1899) pas ne ld. 


} 
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FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS—Continued. 


Place. 


Rosario (1899) 
New York (1899) 
Batoum (1899) 


Poland (1899) 

Paraguay (1899) 

Beira (1899) ... ese 
Bussorah (1899) eee 
[chang (1899)... 
Shashih (1899) see 
Hamburg (1899) 
Wuchow (1899) eco 


Philadelphia (1899) 
Foochow (1899) 

Nice and District (1899) 
Philippine Islands ove 
Pakhoi (1899) 
Genoa (1899) 
Amsterdam (1899) 
Pondicherry (1899) 
Beirut (1899) 

Persian Gulf (1899) 
Swatow (1899) 
Yokohama (1899) 

Bilbao (1899) 

Dunkirk (1899) 
Taganrog (1899) dee 
Switzerland (1899) 
Hangchow (1899) 

Baden (1899) .. 

Canary Islands (1899) :. 
Java (1899) ... wae 


Tripoli (1899) 

Porto Alegre (1899)... 
Denmark (1899) 
Bengazi (1899) ose 
Wuhu (1899) ... ove 
Elba (1899) ... ove 
Baghdad (1899) ove 
Barcelona (1899) ons 
Goa (1899)... ove 
Smyrna (1899) 
Honduras (1899) 


Sonora (1899) 

Porto Rico (1899) 
Caracas (1899) ne 
Samshui (1899) ove 
Salonica (1899) 
Chinkiang (1899) ies 
Bahia (1899) es 
Norway (1899) 

Algeria (1899) 

Cuba (1899) . 

Sardinia (1899) 

Rio de Janeiro (1899) . 
Boston (1899)... 

Erzeroum (1899) 

Chefon (1899) 


|| 
4 
q 
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FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS—Continued. 


No. Place, Price. 
2480 Buenos Ayres (1899) ave 2d. 
2481 Chile (1899) ... ove eee 3d. 
2482 Greece (Finances in 1900) ooo | bd, 

2485 French Indo-China _... cool 

2487 Tientsin (1899) one oe we) 

2489 Bavaria (1899) ove ee ooo | 

2491 Brunei and Sarawak (1899) soe eee eve ove ld. 

2492 Hawaiian Islands (1899) “a ld. 

2493 Bulgaria (1899) | 43d. 

2494 Martinique (1899) ose 1d. 

2496 Lecce (1899) . ooo | 

2497 Central Africa Protectorate (1899) oil 

2498 Society Islands (1899)... |, 

2502 Amoy (1899) . we ld, 

2504 Switzerland (Textiles i in "1898) 24d. 
2505 | Riga (1899) ... be 

2506 San Francisco (1899) ... coo | 
2509 Port Said and Suez (1899) ld. 
2513 Madagascar (1899) ld. 
2514 Dutch and French Guiana (1899) ld, 
2516 Belgium (1899) aes 
2516 Dantzig, Konigsberg and Memel 
2517 Madeira (1899) oa 3d. 
2518 Chiengmai (1899) ‘ on ld. 
2519 Rome (1899) ... 13d. 

2522 Odessa and District (1899) we an 7d. 

2523 Germany (1899) |) 

2524 South [taly (1899) Supplementary 

2525 North Formosa (1899) .. ai ss = 1d. 

2526 Argentine Republic (Finances) .. | 

2528 Bangkok (1899) oon ove 

2530 Iceland (1897- 99) 13d. 

2531 Adis Abbaba and Harrar (1899-1900) . 

2532 | Wurtemberg (1899-190) wee 

2533 Khorassan (1899-1900) .. ld. 

2534 Caucasus (Agriculture 1900) “a ld. 

2536 Hast Africa Protectorate (1899) .. ose 

2537 Dominican Republic (1899) ... 


it 
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Miscellaneous Series. 


The following Reports from Her Majesty’s Representatives abroad on 
subjects of general and commercial interest have also been issued in 
1900, and may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. Price 
519 Belgiwm.—¥ lax Industry of Courtrai_... 4d. 
520 France.—Report on French Colonies... 6d. 
521 Germany.—New Imperial German Mortgage Bank ‘Law 1d. 
522 Russia.—Report on Railways... 4d, 
523 Russia.—Report on the Russian Coal Crisis 4d, 
524 Germany.—Report on the German Colonial Estimates for 1900 1d. 
525 Germany.—Memorandum on German Imports and Exports 

of “Iron and Ironware,” and “ Implements, Machines,” 

&c., from 1897 to 1899 3d 
526 United States. —Shipping and Shipbuilding on the American 

Lakes 2d. 
527 Tripoli. —Agriculture, Horticulture, and other Natural Re- 

sources of Tripoli... 2d 
528 Germeny.—Report on the German Colonies for the year 
, ending June 30, 1899 3d. 
529 Russia.—Report on the Waterway between the Baltic and 

Black Sea ... 1d, 
530 Brazil.—Report on the ‘State of Amazonas 24d. 
531 Austria-Hungary.—Report on State encouragement to In- 

dustry in Hungary ove 13d. 
532 United States. —Mining Industry ‘of Colorado én sas ld. 
533 Russia.—Report on the Trans-Siberian Railway... 34d. 
534 Belgium.—Report on the present state of the Belgian Coal, 

Metal, and Glass Industries ... ‘oe 4d. 
535 Germany. —Report on German East Africa, 1892 to 1899... 3d. 
536 Germany.—Extension of German Subsidised Mail Steamers 

to South Africa ld. 
537 United States.—Cattle Trade in Kansas ... wc oy ad. 
538 Spain.—Mining Industry in Galicia : ld. 
539 Japan.—Agriculture and horse and cattle breeding in Kago- 

shima Prefecture... 1d. 

Treaty Series. 


The following numbers of the ‘l'reaty Series have also been issued this 
year, and may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. 


| Price. 


Exchange of Notes between the United Kingdom and France | 
respecting the Waiver ot Consular Fees on the issue of 
certificates of origin ... 4d. 

Agreement between the United Kingdom and France for the 
exchange of Press telegrams by night at reduced rates ... 3a. 
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Treaty Series—continued. 


No. | | Price. 


3 Declaration between the United Kingdom and France pro- 
longing for one year the Declaration of 11th Decem 
1888, regulating telegraphic communication between the 

two countries 4d. 

a Declaration between the United Kingdom and ‘the Grand 

Duchy of Luxemburg we the Reciprocal Protection 

of Trade Marks $d. 

5 Procés- Verbal recording the accession of the Russian empire 

to the Cape Spartel International 

| of 3Ist May, 1865... 4d, 
International Sanitary Convention 8d. { 
Convention and Declaration between the United ‘Kingdom : 
and Germany for the settlement of the Samoan and other 

8 Convention between the United Kingdom, Germany, and 

the United States of America for the adjustment of ques- 

tions relating to Samoa... 4d. 

9 Treaty between the United Kingdom and the Republic of 

San Marino for the Mutual Extradition of Fugitive 

Criminals ... 1d, 

10 Convention between the United Kingdom, Germany, and 

the United States of America, relating to the Settlement 

of Certain Claims in Samoa by Arbitration owe hd. 

11 Convention between the United Kingdom and France, regu- 

lating the Telegraphic Communication between the two 

countries .. 4d. 

12 Accession of the Republic of Uruguay to the Convention y 

signed at Geneva 22nd August, 1864, for the ameliora- 

tion of the condition of the wounded in armies in the 


an 


field id. 
13 —— "Convention respecting the Liquor. ‘traffic in 3 
1d, 
14 Treaty ot Friendship, Commerce and Navigation between a 
the United Kingdom and the Republic of Honduras ...|_ 14d, ; 
15 Convention between the United Kingdom and Uruguay ... id, 
16 Agreement between the United Kingdom and Siam relative 
to the Registration of British Subjects in Siam . 4d. 


17 Convention between the United Kingdom and the United 
States of America relative to the disposal of real and per- 
sonal property hd, 
18 Convention between the United ‘Kingdom and France for the 
establishment of a parcel post service between France and 
the British Colonies of Ceylon, Hong Kong, and the Straits 
Settlements... id. 
19 Convention between the ‘United Kingdom and the Republic of 
Costa Rica for the reciprocal protection of trade marks, &c. hd. 
20 Additional Convention, supplementary to Convention of 7th 
September, 1888, respecting the exchange of —" by 
parcel post between France and Mauritius $e wee 4d. 


‘ 
‘ 
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COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial Possessions 
have been issued in 1900, and may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre & 
Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C.:— 


Annual. 


Place. 


Jamaica 


Lagos 

Seychelles ove 

Christmas and Cocos- Keeling Islands 
Straits Settlements jas 
Basutoland ... 

Niger Coast Protectorate 

British Guiana 

Falkland Islands 

British New Guinea 

Bermuda 

Barbados 

Malta 

Turks and Caicos Islands 
Bahamas 

Sierra Leone ... 

Gambia 

Seychelles... 

Mauritius and Rodrigues 
Trinidad and Tobago ... 


Place. 


| 


Gold Coast ... se ...| Economic Agriculture 

Zululand... 

Sierra Leone... Geology and Botany 

Canada see Emigration 

Bahamas... ...| Sisal Industry 

Hong Kong ... one ..-| Bubonic Plague 

Newfoundland .... Mineral Resources 

Western Pacific... ...| British Solomon Islands.. 

Dominica... .| Agriculture 

Virgin Condition during 1897 

Grenada = ...| Agriculture in Carriacou 

Anguilla... oe ...| Vital Statistics, 1898 

Cook Islands... son ...| Trade 1899 

Bahamas _... ie ...| Notes on the planting of the Pita 
Plant and the extraction and 
preparation of the Fibre 


| 
! 
No. | | Price. 
284 ade 1d, 
287 
288 | 
290 we 3d. 
291 we | 
293 
298 woo | 25d. 
299 we | 
300 ad Ad. 
302 | 84d. 
Miscellaneous. 
| | 
2d. 
bd. 
ld. 
14d. 
| 
| ls. Od. 
44d. 
94d. 
10 4hd. 
11 14d. 
12 14d. 
13 ld. 
14 4d. 


